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POL212H1: Understanding War

Winter 2026, Tuesdays 9-11 AM, Eastern Time Zone

Course Description

General introduction to the study of war, covering basic concepts and theories and surveying a selection of key
topics and debates, from the causes of war to the dynamics of war termination. Sessions revolve around a few
essential readings, which must be completed before class and will serve as a basis for various in-class and
in-tutorial activities, simulations, and games.

Instructor: Professor Dani K. Nedal
Office Location: Sidney Smith Hall

Email: dani.nedal@utoronto.ca
Student Hours: Virtual or in-person, by appointment using link on Quercus.
Delivery: Synchronous in-person unless otherwise noted.

BASICS: Read the whole syllabus. Twice. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous. If taking notes
on your computer, close all other browser windows and apps. Better yet, take notes by hand. (Science
says it's better for you).

Communications policy: Before you contact me or the TAs, consult the syllabus and Quercus course page,
including the Helpdesk thread in the Discussions page. Accommodation letters, requests for extensions and any
other requests should come through the course notifications/accommodations form or other official channels
(see the last pages of this document). Emailing may seem faster and less work, but invariably it ends up being
more work for everyone, including yourself. If you email me before 6 PM on a weekday, I am likely to respond
on the same day (see caveats above). If not, I will try to get to it the next working day. Short, to-the-point emails
are likely to get quicker responses.

Student (Office) Hours: Email is best for some matters and fine for others, but student hours are the best venue
to talk about lingering questions, discuss assignments, review material, get academic and professional advice,
and so on. I expect students to make use of this time to address their questions whenever possible.
Appointments can be made using the link on Quercus. If you want to discuss a draft of an assignment or
something else you have written, you should email it to me at least a day in advance. | am generally not able to
meet outside of office hours.

Communicate with the TA(s): After checking the syllabus and Quercus, the TA should be your first point of
contact for questions relating to deadlines, how to find things, and other logistical issues, as well as grades.

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*
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Learning Objectives

The course requirements are designed to exercise and build the four R's: Reading, Reflecting, Researching, and

'Riting. Substantively, the overarching goal of this course is to produce informed and thoughtful consumers of

academic and policy debates about war. At the end of the semester students should be able to:

o Identify the underlying structure of arguments (assumptions, logical coherence, etc.) regarding different
aspects of interstate war;

o Recall and synthesize key concepts and arguments relating to major issues in the study of war;

Relate concepts and theories to practical applications and cases of conflict;

o Recognize different uses (and misuses) of games, models, and simulations in the study and practice of war.

o

Course Format

This course convenes in person unless extraneous circumstances force us to switch to a virtual or hybrid format.
There's a non-zero chance that will happen. This course will often touch on subjects that are sensitive,
politically divisive, and emotionally and normatively charged. My preferred approach is to deal with these
topics head-on and to keep it as light as possible, but we will inevitably confront some issues that require a
more somber tone or that may be upsetting to some, including past and ongoing conflicts in the Middle East,
Europe, and East Asia. Learning how to deal with these challenges is part of the journey. If at any point you feel
uncomfortable and/or need to recuse yourself, do not hesitate to reach out to me discreetly.

Evaluations and Course Grades

General notes on grades:

- The final course grade reflects your level of demonstrated mastery of the Learning Objectives listed
above and the specific criteria laid out in each assignment. Evaluations provide feedback on your
progress toward the final course grade. I do not grade on a curve. Your grade should reflect the amount
of effort you put into the class. Nothing would make me and the TAs happier than to only hand out As.

- Quriginal will be used in this course and can be done via Quercus.

- Grading errors are normally distributed. Or, in plain English: if you think there was a mistake in grading
your assignment, your TAs and I are open to reviewing it (see course communications form), but be
aware that grades can be revised down just as easily as they can be revised up.

Evaluations Weight Deadline Submit via Turnitin
Reflection Paper 1 20% Feb 08, 2026 Quercus Yes
Reflection Paper 2 20% Mar 8, 2026 Quercus Yes
Reflection Paper 3 20% Mar 22, 2026 Quercus Yes
Reflection Paper 4 20% Apr 10, 2026 Quercus Yes

Tutorial Attendance o
& Participation 20% Weekly N/A N/A

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*
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Evaluation Criteria

Tutorial Attendance and Participation

- Active and substantive participation in tutorials is a critical component of the learning experience for
this class. By active I mean that you are expected not only to attend all tutorial sessions but also to do
the readings and prepare for the activities ahead of time. By substantive I mean that quality is weighed
heavily. This means that just showing up and even talking a lot will not earn you an A/A+, but also that
you can get an A/A+ even if you're not the most outgoing student, as long as you approach the tutorial
proceedings with the right attitude and make your contributions count.

- All tutorial absences must be communicated and justified using the course communications form.
Students who must miss a tutorial session can partially make up for their absence by writing a 1-page
(single-spaced) reaction paper addressing the day’s required readings, to be submitted using the course
communications form. This reaction paper is due before the next tutorial.

- Students get one freebie—one tutorial they can miss with no questions asked and no reaction paper.

- Attendance in lectures is not mandatory and will not count toward the Tutorial Attendance &
Participation grade. Students are expected to read all the pieces assigned before the class. This course
has a lighter reading load than many other courses. That said, reading effectively and efficiently in
university is not about reading word for word, but instead about reading for arguments, evidence,
context, and subtext. This means reading less than everything on the page, but also reading more than
what's on the page, and taking good notes. Good notes will help you keep track of the different ideas
during class and will prove an indispensable resource for your assignments. For resources on effective
and efficient reading and note-taking, see the Quercus.

Tutorial Activities and Reflection Papers

Participation in the tutorial activities will not only count toward your attendance and participation grade, but
will also constitute the basis for the four short (1000 words excluding references) individual papers. In these
papers, you will reflect on the activities conducted in person during tutorial sessions, including your own
personal experiences during those activities, connecting them with the concepts and theories covered in the
readings and the lectures. ATTENTION: This means that attendance in tutorials is obligatory and
nonsubstitutable. Detailed instructions for each set of activities will be posted on Quercus and discussed in
class and during the tutorial. Most activities will require only a little advance preparation beyond reading the
course materials.

Late Penalty

Written assignments turned in up to 24 hours after the deadline will be eligible for 95% of the earned grade (i.e.
the grade will be multiplied by 0.95). Assignments turned in up to 48 hours after the deadline will be eligible for
85% of the earned grade. Assignments turned in up to 72 hours after the deadline will be eligible for 75% of the
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earned grade. Assignments turned in more than 72 hours after the deadline will not be graded. Extensions will
be granted if requested AHEAD OF TIME with a properly documented reason. Extensions will only be
granted ex post facto in extreme circumstances.

Class Schedule and Readings

All required readings are accessible digitally, either through the UofT library by clicking on the link in the
syllabus or, in the case of certain book chapters and articles, by downloading them from Quercus. I also
included a few suggestions for movies and TV shows that pair well with each week's theme. Students are
encouraged to contribute their own suggestions by posting on the Quercus discussion board. NOTE ON MOVIE
LINKS: All movies linked in the syllabus are available on the link itself or using the Criterion-on-Demand
service to which UofT subscribes. If the link doesn't work for you, try searching for the movie on the UofT
library website.

Session Topic, Key Questions, and Concepts Required Readings
Introduction(s) **READ THIS SYLLABUS!**
X(I;rzn(:rs li:;/irorrfrtnirgar? Is war becoming Poast, Paul. 2023. “Not a World War But a World at
War.” The Atlantic (blog). November 17, 2023.
Week 1
(Jan 6 United Nations,
2026) "A New Era of Conflict and Violence"
NO TUTORIAL THIS WEEK.
What is War?
Clausewitz, Carl von. "On War". Edited and
How is it different from other forms of Translated by M. Howard, and P. Paret. (1993). p.
violence? Does war have a "logic" of its 75-89.
own? What is war good for? Brodie, Bernard. War and politics. Macmillan.
(1973). p.1-11.
"Warfare is the greatest affair of state, the basis
Week 2 of life and death, the Tao to survival or
(Jan 13 | oyiinction. It must be thoroughly pondered and | In-tutorial activity 1: Gaming War
2020) analyzed."” Sun Zi, "Bingfa/Art of War".

"Imagine a field of potatoes and two starving
tribes. There are only enough potatoes to feed
one of the tribes, who in that way will get the
strength to cross the mountain and reach the
other slope, where there are potatoes in
abundance. But, if the two tribes peacefully

Additional recommended readings

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*
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divide up the potatoes from the field, they
won’t derive sufficient nourishment and will
die of starvation. Peace, in this case, is
destruction; war is preservation. One of the
tribes will exterminate the other and collect the
spoils. This explains the joy of victory,
anthems, cheers, public recompense, and all
the other results of warlike action. If the nature
of war were different, those demonstrations
would never take place, for the real reason that
man only commemorates and loves what he
finds pleasant and advantageous, and for the
reasonable motive that no person can canonize
an action that actually destroys him. To the
conquered, hate or compassion; to the victor,
the potatoes."

- Machado de Assis, "Quincas Borba".

Week 3
(Jan 20
2026)

Why War?

Why do states/people fight? What do they
fight about? Who's doing all this fighting?
Why do some states seem to fight all the
time? How do we think about "causation"?
Can we predict war?

"The chief reason warfare is still with us is
neither a secret death wish of the human
species, nor an irrepressible instinct of
aggression, nor, finally and more plausibly, the
serious economic and social dangers inherent
in disarmament, but the simple fact that no
substitute for this final arbiter in international
affairs has yet appeared on the political scene.
Was not Hobbes right when he said:
'Covenants, without the sword, are but
words''?

- Hannah Arendt, "On Violence"

"The human tendency to expansion, thus
inflamed by the suggestions of public opinion
and the press, may, at any moment, take an
aggressive direction, even against the will of
the present governing classes. And it will not
be denied that the simplest way to the setting

Everyone reads:
e [Lebow, Richard Ned. Why nations fight: Past and

future motives for war. Cambridge University
Press, 2010. Pages 10-17, and 23-62.

Remaining readings to be divided among students for
in-class (lecture) activity (see Quercus).

Fearon, James D. "Rationalist explanations for
war." International Organization 49, no. 3 (1995):

379-410 (feel free to skip appendix).

Glad, Betty, and Charles S. Taber. "Images,
learning, and the decision to use force: The
domino theory of the United States." In: Betty
Glad (ed.) Psychological Dimensions of War.
(1990)., p.56-81.

Hudson, Valerie M., and Andrea Den Boer. "A
surplus of men, a deficit of peace: Security and sex
ratios in Asia's largest states." [International
Security 26, no. 4 (2002): 5-38.

Dafoe, Allan, Jonathan Renshon, and Paul Huth.
"Reputation and Status as Motives for War."
Annual Review of Political Science 17 (2014):
371-393.

Ward, Steven. "Race, status, and Japanese
revisionism in the early 1930s." Security Studies
22, no. 4 (2013): 607-639.

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*



https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3092100
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3092100
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3092100
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-polisci-071112-213421
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2013.844517
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2013.844517
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aside and easy ejectment of the rightful
authorities by European governments is just
this way of financial interventions—as might
be shown by many examples."

- Luis Maria Drago, Argentinian Foreign
Minister, "letter to the Government of the
United States, 1902."

Tir, Jaroslav, and Paul F. Diehl. "Geographic
dimensions of enduring rivalries." Political
Geography 21, no. 2 (2002): 263-286.

Hensel, Paul R., Sara McLaughlin Mitchell,
Thomas E. Sowers, and Clayton L. Thyne. "Bones
of contention: Comparing territorial, maritime, and
river issues." Journal of Conflict Resolution 52,
no. 1 (2008): 117-143.

Copeland, Dale C. Economic Interdependence and
War. Princeton University Press, 2014. pp. 16-50.
Gowa, Joanne, and Raymond Hicks. "Commerce
and conflict: New data about the Great War."
British Journal of Political Science 47, no. 3
(2017): 653-674.

In-tutorial activity 2: Change the payoffs, change
the game.

Movie night recommendation:
- Lord of the Flies, 1963.

Additional recommended readings

Week 4
(Jan 27
2026)

Leaders and War

Are some leaders more likely to go to war? |,

Are "bad leaders" necessary to produce
war? Are leaders constrained in what they
can do? Do domestic institutions create
opportunities or constraints for leaders?

“A righteous king carries out punitive
expeditions, but does not initiate wars of
aggression. He does not lay siege to cities or
fight cornered troops. He does not sow dissent
among rival states or massacre defenders of
cities. He does not stage ambushes or
oppressive occupations. His campaigns do not
outlast the season.

- Xunzi, "Debate on Military Affairs" (edited
translation).

"Well, because he thought it was good sport.
Because some men aren't looking for anything
logical, like money. They can't be bought,

Yarhi-Milo, Keren. Who Fights for Reputation.
Princeton University Press, 2018. Pp_1-14, SKIM:
19-43 (access through UofT library)

Saunders, Elizabeth N. "Leaders, advisers, and the
political origins of elite support for war." Journal
of Conflict Resolution 62, no. 10 (2018):
2118-2144.

Article Review 148 on_ ‘“‘Peacemakers or Iron
Ladies?” OPTIONAL: Original article: Schramm,
Madison, and Alexandra Stark. "Peacemakers or iron

ladies? A cross-national study of gender and
international conflict." Security Studies 29, no. 3

(2020): 515-548.

In-tutorial activity 3: Change the players, change the
game?

Movie night recommendation:
- Gandhi, 1983.

- Elizabeth, 1998.

- Thirteen Days, 2000.

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0962629801000592
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0962629801000592
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27638597
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27638597
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27638597
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9781400852703-004/pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/commerce-and-conflict-new-data-about-the-great-war/8F6B8410BDB042EFA5E43DA17E72FC70
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/commerce-and-conflict-new-data-about-the-great-war/8F6B8410BDB042EFA5E43DA17E72FC70
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXrf62ZcNHU1shrxCZ2FXMobjArNjV5h/edit?pli=1#heading=h.dfv1d5wlgrzc
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.23943/9781400889983-003/pdf
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.23943/9781400889983-004/pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022002718785670
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022002718785670
https://issforum.org/articlereviews/148-gender
https://issforum.org/articlereviews/148-gender
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2020.1763450
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2020.1763450
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2020.1763450
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bullied, reasoned, or negotiated with. Some
men just want to watch the world burn."
- Alfred Pennyworth, "The Dark Knight"

"Shoot the dictator and prevent the war? But
the dictator is merely the tip of the whole
festering boil of social pus from which
dictators emerge; shoot him and there'll be
another one along in a minute. Shoot him too?
Why not shoot everyone and invade Poland? In
fifty years’, thirty years’, ten years’ time the
world will be very nearly back on its old
course."

- Terry Pratchett, "Lords and Ladies”".

- (Downfall) Der Untergang, 2005.
- The Dark Knight, 2008.

- Che: Part One, 2009.

- Darkest Hour, 2017.

- The Favourite, 2018.

- The Great, 2020-2022

Additional recommended readings

Week 5
(Feb 3
2026)

What kinds of states make war?

Are some types of states more likely to
fight each other? Are democracies
generally peaceful? Why don't
democracies fight each other? Or do they?
Is the so-called democratic peace
conditional or contingent on other factors?

"[E]verything being computed, I believe that in |

cases in which there is urgent danger, some
stability will be found more in republics than
in princes. For although republics have the
same intent and the same wish as a prince,
their slow motion will make them always have
more trouble in resolving than the prince, and
because of this have more trouble in breaking
faith [...] I do not speak of breaking pacts for
some cause of nonobservance, an ordinary
thing; but I do speak of those that are broken
for extraordinary causes, in which I believe,
because of the things said, the people makes
lesser errors than the prince, and because of
this can be trusted more than the prince."
-Niccolo Machiavelli, "Discourses on Livy"

"Now the republican constitution [...]has also
the prospect of attaining [...] perpetual peace.
[If] the consent of the subjects is required to

Everyone watches Wag the Dog, 1997.

Readings below to be divided among the students for

in-class activity, see Quercus for details.

Maoz, Z., & Russett, B. (1993). Normative and
structural causes of democratic peace, 1946—1986.

American  Political Science Review, 87(3),
624-638.
Gowa, Joanne. "The democratic peace after the

Cold War." Economics & Politics 23, no. 2 (2011):
153-171.

Mousseau, Michael. "The democratic peace
unraveled: It's the economy." International Studies
Quarterly 57, no. 1 (2013): 186-197.

McDonald, Patrick J. "Great powers, hierarchy,
and endogenous regimes: Rethinking the domestic
causes of peace." International Organization 69,
no. 3 (2015): 557-588.

Barnhart, Joslyn N., Robert F. Trager, Elizabeth N.
Saunders, and Allan Dafoe. "The suffragist peace."
International Organization 74, no. 4 (2020):
633-670.

Mansfield, Edward D., and Jack Snyder.

"Democratization and the Danger of War."
International security 20, no. 1 (1995): 5-38.

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/2938740
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1468-0343.2011.00382.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1468-0343.2011.00382.x
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41804857
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41804857
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24758313
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24758313
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24758313
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/suffragist-peace/3FC70A0BE87859F624E42984BEB0322B
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2539213
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determine whether there shall be war or not,
nothing is more natural than that they should
weigh the matter well, before undertaking such
a bad business. For in decreeing war, they
would of necessity be resolving to bring down
the miseries of war upon their country. This
implies: they must fight themselves; they must
hand over the costs of the war out of their own
property; they must do their poor best to make
good the devastation which it leaves behind;
and finally, as a crowning ill, they have to
accept a burden of debt which will embitter
even peace itself, and which they can never
pay off on account of the new wars which are
always impending."

- Immanuel Kant, "To the Perpetual Peace"

Weeks, Jessica L. "Strongmen and straw men:
Authoritarian _regimes _and __the initiation _of

international conflict." American Political Science

Review 106.02 (2012): 326-347.

In-tutorial activity 4: Democracies, Autocracies,
Conflict and Cooperation

Additional recommended readings

Week 6
(Feb

2026)

Military Strategy and Doctrine

How do actors try to get what they want?
What does it mean to have a strategy? Do
all actors have strategies? Are states
"strategic actors"? How do they adjust to
other actors' preferences and behavior?
What is strategy in war?

"The object in war is to attain a better
peace-even if only from your own point of
view. Hence it is essential to conduct war with
constant regard to the peace you desire. This is
the truth underlying Clausewitz's definition of
war as a 'continuation of policy by other
means'-the prolongation of that policy through
the war into the subsequent peace must always
be borne in mind. A State which expends its
strength to the point of exhaustion bankrupts
its own policy and future. If you concentrate
exclusively on victory, with no thought for the
after-effect, you may be too exhausted to profit
bv the peace, while it is almost certain that the
peace will be a bad one, containing the germs
of another war. This is a lesson supported by
abundant experience."

- Liddell Hart, "Strategy”

"Thus, strategy [...] is not concerned with the
efficient application of force but with the

Posen, Barry R. "Explaining Military Doctrine."
The Use of Force, (1999): 23-43.

Smith, M. L. R. "Strategy in an Age of
‘Low-Intensity'Warfare: Why Clausewitz is Still
More Relevant than his Critics." In Rethinking the
nature of war, pp. 28-52. Routledge, 2005.
Downes, Alexander B. "Desperate times, desperate
measures: The causes of civilian victimization in
war." [International Security 30, no. 4 (20006):
152-195, READ 152-170, skip pages 170-177
and SKIM pages 178-188.

In-tutorial activity S: Lose the Battle, Win the
War? Air, Land, and Sea

Movie night recommendations:
- Ran, 1985.

- (Red Cliff) Chi Bi, 2009.
- Squid Games, 2021.

Additional recommended readings

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*
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exploitation of potential force [...] not just with
enemies who dislike each other but with
partners who distrust or disagree with each
other [...] not just the division of gains and
losses between two claimants but with the
possibility that particular outcomes are worse
(better) for both claimants than certain other
outcomes."

- Thomas Schelling, "Strategy of Conflict"

"Si vis pacem, para bellum"
- Latin saying

Week 7
(Feb

2026)

Technology and Strategy

How does technology affect broad
outcomes in international security and the
decision to use force? Does technology
dictate/shape/constrain strategy and
policy? Can technology be "neutral"?

“Thus far the chief purpose of our military
establishment has been to win wars. From now
on its chief purpose must be to avert them. It
can have almost no other useful purpose.”

- Bernard Brodie, "The Absolute Weapon".

"But wisdom born of experience should tell us
that war is obsolete. There may have been a
time when war served as a negative good by
preventing the spread and growth of an evil
force, but the destructive power of modern
weapons eliminated even the possibility that
war may serve as a negative good.[...] In a day
when vehicles hurtle through outer space and
guided ballistic missiles carve highways of
death through the stratosphere, no nation can
claim victory in war. A so-called limited war
will leave little more than a calamitous legacy
of human suffering, political turmoil, and
spiritual disillusionment. A world war — God
forbid! — will leave only smoldering ashes as a
mute testimony of a human race whose folly
led inexorably to ultimate death. So if modern
man continues to flirt unhesitatingly with war,
he will transform his earthly habitat into an

Brodie, Bernard. "War in the atomic age." In: The
absolute weapon: Atomic power and world order

(1946): 14-56. READ ONLY PAGES 14-25.

Talmadge, Caitlin. "Emerging technology and
intra-war escalation risks: Evidence from the Cold

War, implications for today." Journal of Strategic
Studies 42, no. 6 (2019): 864-887.

In-tutorial activity 6: Air, Land, and Sea: Redux

Movie night recommendations:
- The Mouse That Roared 1959

- Dr. Strangelove or: How [ Learned to Stop
Worrying and Love the Bomb, 1964.

- WarGames, 1983.

- Battlestar Galactica (Miniseries), 2003.

Additional recommended readings
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inferno such as even the mind of Dante could
not imagine."

- Martin Luther King, "Nobel Peace Prize
Lecture"

Norms, Laws, and War

What are some of the legal constraints on
whether and how states fight? What is the
role for principles of legality and justice in
matters of war?

"War ought not to be undertaken except for the
enforcement of rights; when once undertaken,
it should be carried on only within the bounds
of law and good faith. Demosthenes well said
that war is directed against those who cannot

Week 8 | be held in check by judicial processes. For
(Mar 3 | judgements are efficacious against those who
2026) | feel that they are too weak to resist; against

those who are equally strong, or think that they
are, wars are undertaken. But in order that wars
may be justified, they must be carried on with
not less scrupulousness than judicial processes
are wont to be." Now war is of the utmost
importance, seeing that in consequence of war
a great many sufferings usually fall upon even
innocent persons, Therefore in the midst of
divergent opinions we must lean towards
peace."

- Hugo Grotius, "The Law of War and Peace"

e Fazal, Tanisha M. Wars of law: Unintended
consequences in the regulation of armed conflict.
Cornell University Press, 2018. Chapter 4,
109-130.

e Legro, Jeffrey W. "Culture and preferences in the
international cooperation two-step." American
Political Science Review 90, no. 1 (1996):
118-137.

e Gross, Michael L. Moral dilemmas of modern
war: torture, assassination, and blackmail in an
age of asymmetric conflict. Cambridge University
Press, 2010. Chapter 3. Shooting to Kill: The
Paradox of Prohibited Weapons 54-76

In-tutorial activity 7: Regulating the Use of Force
in War: Air, Land, and Sea + Arms Control

Movie night recommendations:

- Beasts of No Nation, 2015.

- Once Upon a Time in America, 1984.

- Charlie Wilson's War, 2007.

- Elite Squad 2: The Enemy Within, 2010.
- The Wire, 2002-2008.

Additional recommended readings
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* Brooks, Risa A. "Making Military Might: Why Do
States Fail and Succeed?: A Review Essay."
Military Effectiveness: Causes and | [nternational Security 28.2 (2003): 149-191.
+ Biddle, Stephen. “Explaining Military Outcomes”
Consequences In: Brooks, Risa and Elizabeth Stanley (eds.)
) ) Creating Military Power: The Sources of Military
How do states‘bulld, organize, apd pay for Effectiveness. (2007): 207-220.
war? Do cer}am types Qf institutions afford |, Grauer, Ryan, and Michael C. Horowitz. "What
advan‘ﬁlges n ?arfghtlnf? Wlllly a{)e}slome determines military victory? Testing the modern
Zts;:stecelzféli;;i f;gz% Itloa\le é)(guflr‘[iies ow system." Security Studies 21, no. 1 (2012): 83-112.
) : - SKIM pages 93-111.
fight? What is the relationship between
battlefield/military effectiveness and war In-tutorial activity 8: Gaming the 1948
outcomes? Arab-Israeli War
"When you see danger and hardship, do not
forget the masses. Within the state be generous . i
and foster good faith. Within the army be ww
Week 9 | magnanimous and martial. When the blades - Rome, Open City, 1945.
(Mar | clash, be decisive and adroit. Within the state - Born on the Fourth of July, 1989.
10 there should be harmony; within the army there | - Da 5 Bloods, 2020.
2026) should be standards. When the blades clash,
investigate [the battlefield situation]. Within Additional recommended readings
the state display cooperation; within the army
display uprightness; in battle display good
faith."
- Methods of Ssu-ma
"The general public became wary of the
excesses of his unconventional and hedonistic
lifestyle and of the huge ambition apparent at
every turn in all areas of his involvement: they
thought he was aiming at tyranny, and turned
against him. So, even though in the public
sphere his command of strategy was
unrivalled, on a personal and individual level
the people took exception to his behaviour, and
replaced him with others: by so doing they
caused the city’s downfall not long afterwards"
- Thucydides, "The Peloponnesian War"
12
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Friends, Allies, Partners, Proxies

Why do actors help each other in a world
of "self-help"? What are alliances? What
are the challenges in building and
maintaining security partnerships? Do
"birds of a feather flock together"? Is it
always better to fight with friends than on
your own?

"Amity with a more powerful monarch carries

Watch: Interview with Marina Henke on European
Security and German Foreign Policy. (minutes
15:38-39:00)

e Weitsman, Patricia A. "Wartime alliances versus
matters in the multilateral prosecution of wars."
Strategic Studies Quarterly 4, no. 2 (2010):
113-138.

» Cappella Zielinski, Rosella, and Ryan Grauer. "A

century _of coalitions in battle: Incidence,

composition, and performance, 1900-2003."
Journal of Strategic Studies 45, no. 2 (2022):

186-210. READ ONLY 195-206

Week | great danger for kings, except when one is : '
10 actually at war with an enemy. A king shall e SKIM: Treaty, Washington. "The North Atlantic
(Mar seek the protection of one who is stronger than Treaty." Washington DC—4 April (1949).
17 the neighbouring enemy. Should a king seek  [¢ SKIM: Treaty of Friendship. Cooperation and
2026) the help of a king who loves him or a king who Mutual Assistance (Warsaw, 14 May 1955)
is loved by him? The best alliance is that made
with one who loves him "
- Kautilya, "drthashastra” In-tutorial activity 9: Coalition Dilemmas in the
"And here it is to be noted that a prince must 1948 Arab-Israeli War
beware never to associate with someone more o .
powerful than himself so as to attack others, Movie night recommendations:
except when necessity presses |[...] For when - The Quiet Arpe.rlcan,.ZOOZ.
you win, you are left his prisoner, and princes - Star Wars (original trilogy, 1977, 1980, 1983)
should avoid as much as they can being at the | - Lord of the Rings (2001, 2002, 2003).
discretion of others." - In the Loop, 2009.
- Niccolo Machiavelli, "The Prince"
Additional recommended readings
How, Why, and When Wars End: |" geiter,zIO)(e)l;l. glowt Warls E;Zids Priricgto6n3 [;I;iversity
. . ress, . Chapters 1 and 5. ppl-7, 63-91.
Victory, Defeat, and Compromise |, Stanley, Elizabeth A. "Ending the Korean War:
Week 0 ) The role of domestic coalition shifts in
How do wars end? When does the fighting overcoming obstacles to peace." International
1 stop? Do wars end when the fighting Security 34, no. 1 (2009): 42-82.
(h;[:r stops? e SKIM: Min, Eric. "Painful Words: The Effect of
2026) | Case study: Korean War Case How did Battlefield Activity on Conflict Negotiation

Korean War end? Why did it end when it
and the way it did? Is the Korean War
really “over”?

Behavior." Journal of Conflict Resolution 66, no.
4-5(2022): 595-617.

* Browse the Korean War Armistice collection in the
Wilson Center Digital Archive.
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https://youtu.be/gi3l8Zthcd0?t=939
https://youtu.be/gi3l8Zthcd0?t=939
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/SSQ/documents/Volume-04_Issue-2/weitsman.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/SSQ/documents/Volume-04_Issue-2/weitsman.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/SSQ/documents/Volume-04_Issue-2/weitsman.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2021.2011233
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2021.2011233
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2021.2011233
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_17120.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_17120.htm
https://www.cvce.eu/en/obj/treaty_of_friendship_cooperation_and_mutual_assistance_warsaw_14_may_1955-en-b1234dbc-f53b-4505-9d86-277e4f5c20d4.html
https://www.cvce.eu/en/obj/treaty_of_friendship_cooperation_and_mutual_assistance_warsaw_14_may_1955-en-b1234dbc-f53b-4505-9d86-277e4f5c20d4.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40389185
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40389185
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40389185
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00220027211069618
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00220027211069618
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00220027211069618
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collection/169/korean-war-armistice
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collection/169/korean-war-armistice
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"[i]t must be a peace without victory. [...]
Victory would mean peace forced upon the
loser, a victor's terms imposed upon the
vanquished. It would be accepted in
humiliation, under duress, at an intolerable
sacrifice, and would leave a sting, a
resentment, a bitter memory upon which terms
of peace would rest, not permanently but only
as upon quicksand. Only a peace between
equals can last. Only a peace the very principle
of which is equality and a common
participation in a common benefit. The right
state of mind, the right feeling between
nations, is as necessary for a lasting peace as is
the just settlement of vexed questions of
territory or of racial and national allegiance".

- Woodrow Wilson, "Peace without Victory"

In-tutorial activity 10: Gaming the Korean War

Movie night recommendations:
- M.A.S.H., 1970.

- Wolmido, 1982.
- Taegukgi, 2003.
- The Front Line, 2011.

Additional recommended readings

Week
12
(Mar
31
2026)

Making and Keeping the Peace:
Mediation, Intervention, and
Peacekeeping

Why do states stick their noses in "other
people's" conflicts? What are the
consequences? When does mediation help?

"The true denial of freedom is not that of the
enslaving power, but rather that of the people
who have the ability to end the subjection but
choose to do nothing about it—yet more so if
they make a virtue of their reputation as the
liberators of Greece."

- Thucydides, "The Peloponnesian War".

"The road to hell is paved with good
intentions"
- Unattributed proverb.

"Fiat justitia, et pereat mundus (justice be
done, the world may perish)"
- Philip Melanchthon (probably).

e Fortna, Virginia Page. "Interstate peacekeeping:
Causal mechanisms and empirical effects." World
Politics 56, no. 4 (2004): 481-517.

e Stein, Janice Gross. "Proxy wars-how superpowers

end them: the diplomacy of war termination in the
Middle East." International Journal 35, no. 3

(1980): 478-499 (skim 500-519).
e SKIM: Crescenzi, Mark JC, Kelly M. Kadera, Sara
McLaughlin Mitchell, and Clayton L. Thyne. "A

supply side theory of mediation." International
Studies Quarterly 55, no. 4 (2011): 1069-1094.

In-tutorial activity 11: Ending the Korean War

Movie night recommendations:
- Star Trek: The Next Generation, S3E12 ("The High

Ground"), 1990.

- No Man's Land, 2001.

- Hotel Rwanda, 2004.

- The Constant Gardener, 2005.

- Shake Hands with the Devil, 2007.
- The Whistleblower, 2010.

- The Siege of Jadotville, 2016.

Additional recommended readings
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/25054273.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/25054273.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40201886
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40201886
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40201886
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41409812
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41409812
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Schoolhouse Rules and Resources

Grading and Assessment

Final Grades in the course are given as letter grades. They reflect your overall performance in achieving the
stated course learning objectives. Assessment on interim evaluations can take many forms and are intended to
give you an indication of where you stand relative to others. This will allow you to make adjustments to your
approach, your expectations, and your performance.

Turnitin and AI Detection

Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to the University’s plagiarism detection tool
for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their
essays to be included as source documents in the tool’s reference database, where they will be used solely for
the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University’s use of this tool are described on the
Centre for Teaching Support & Innovation website (https://uoft.me/pdt-faq). Essays and reports may also be
subjected to Al detection software (see the section below on Al and academic integrity).

Accessibility Services

Academic accommodations and resources are available should you experience disability-related barriers that
prohibit the demonstration of the knowledge and skills required to complete your academic program. These
accommodations and resources are designed to provide equitable opportunities for students with disabilities to
achieve their academic goals.

Disability-related accommodations are available through registration with the University of Toronto’s
Accessibility Services. This helps maintain privacy and confidentiality and provides students with support when
requesting and accessing accommodations. Students who register with Accessibility Services may also be
eligible for disability-related services/equipment.

Instructors will direct students who make disability-related accommodation requests to register
with Accessibility Services. Once you complete the registration process, you will work with an Advisor who
can set you up with reasonable, disability-related accommodations and/or resources.

Students with accommodations have access to Letters of Accommodation that should be provided to course
instructors outlining specific accommodations they can request within that course. For example, if a student is
given more time to work on an assignment this would be outlined in their Letter of Accommodation. Any
accommodations not outlined in the letter from Accessibility Services are up to the instructor’s discretion.
Students can connect with their Accessibility Advisor to discuss their accommodations throughout the year.
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Information about registering with Accessibility Services is available on the website and in the office’s Program
Handbook: https://studentlife.utoronto.ca/task/read-the-handbook/ There’s also a short video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hAq621F41Pg&t=2s If you’re unsure whether you have a disability, please
don’t hesitate to connect with the office to discuss: accessibility.services@utoronto.ca

Other Academic Accommodations

Students may need to apply for academic accommodations due to a disability, illness, religious observance, or
personal emergency.

Students who require consideration for missed academic work for any non-disability related reason (e.g.,
COVID, cold, flu and other illness or injury, family situation) should report their absence through the online
absence declaration tool via ACORN — until otherwise indicated by the University. A Verification of Illness
form is not currently required, but may become required should the public health situation change.

If a non-disability-related accommodation request is made along with an absence declaration on ACORN, a
resolution will be determined by the instructor. This may take the form of any alternate deliverable, deadline
extension, re-weighted course grade calculation, make-up exam, or another solution deemed appropriate by the
instructor. If an accommodation request is not made along with an absence declaration, the missed or late
deliverable will be subject to an academic penalty. The extent of the penalty is at the discretion of the
instructor.

Note: Students are expected to request accommodations in advance of assignments or tests. Failure to do
so may result in a late penalty being applied.

Mental Health and Wellness

The University of Toronto’s Student Mental Health Resource Guide is an online tool where students can access
various on-campus and off-campus mental health resources, including those listed below. Appointments may be
booked with them by contacting the Health and Wellness Centre at 416-978-8030 or info.hwc(@utoronto.ca

Other Mental Health Resources

Feeling distressed? Are you in crisis? There’s help. Call Good2Talk: 1-866-925-5454 (Ontario); text
GOOD2TALK to 686868. Free, confidential helpline with professional counselling, information and referrals
for mental health, addictions and well-being, 24/7/365. You can also contact My Student Support Program
(MySSP) 1-844-451-9700 (North America); 001-416-380-6575 (Outside of North America) or the U of T
Employee & Family Assistance Program (EFAP)

1-800-663-1142 (toll-free); 1-866-398-9505 (TTY); 604-689-1717 (collect). Visit “Feeling Distressed?” for
more resources.

Are you in immediate danger? For Personal Safety — Call 911, then Campus Community Police*
UTSG Police: 416-978-2222 | U of T Mississauga Police: 905-569-4333 | U of T Scarborough Police
416-978-2222 |

Centre for International Experience Safety Abroad 416-946-3929.
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mailto:accessibility.services@utoronto.ca
https://www.acorn.utoronto.ca/
https://mentalhealth.utoronto.ca/
mailto:info.hwc@utoronto.ca
https://studentlife.utoronto.ca/service/myssp/
https://studentlife.utoronto.ca/service/myssp/
https://hrandequity.utoronto.ca/employees/efap/
https://hrandequity.utoronto.ca/employees/efap/
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*24/7/365; Campus Community Police can direct your call to the right service.

Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters

Please read the University’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters. It applies to all your academic activities
and courses. The Code prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating,
plagiarism, and the use of unauthorized aids. Violating the Code may lead to penalties up to and including
suspension or expulsion from the University. You are expected to know the Code and inform yourself of
acceptable academic practices — ignorance of the Code or the acceptable academic practices is not a valid
defense if you are accused of a violation.

Academic Integrity

Case write-ups, papers, assignments, and all other deliverables must be original work, giving credit to the work
of others where appropriate. Using work done by others without due credit—this includes the use of Al (Large
Language Models etc.)—will be considered a violation of academic integrity. This applies to individual and
group deliverables. All members of a group are accountable for the academic integrity of their submissions. You
are encouraged to consult the following websites to ensure that you follow the appropriate rules. Ignorance of
these rules is not a defense in cases of violations, which can result in very serious academic sanctions. Please
visit the University of Toronto Academic Integrity and the UofT Writing Centre Resources websites for further
details and help on the proper use of citations.

Group Work and Behaviour

You are expected to treat teamwork the same way as you would in any professional organization. This includes
but is not limited to:

e Contributing substantially and proportionally to each project

Committing to a standard of work and level of participation agreed upon by the group

e Ensuring familiarity with the entire content of a group deliverable so that you can sign off on it with
your name in its entirety as original work

e Accepting and acknowledging that assignments that are found to be plagiarized in any way will be
subject to sanctions for all group members under the University’s Code of Behaviour on Academic
Matters

e Ensuring that all team members voice their opinions, thoughts, and concerns openly and in an
inclusive and considerate environment

e Taking personal responsibility for voicing your own thoughts to enhance and contribute to team
learning

If you encounter difficulties with any group member that cannot be resolved within the group, please contact
your instructor for guidance.
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Use of Technology

Like any professional setting, the University of Toronto expects all of its members to behave responsibly and
with courtesy and respect for others when using technology. UofT is committed to equity, human rights, and
respect for diversity. All members of the learning environment in this course should strive to create an
atmosphere of mutual respect where all members of our community can express themselves, engage with each
other, and respect one another’s differences. Please read the University’s Student Code of Conduct and policy

on the Appropriate Use of Information and Communication Technology.

A note on Generative Al

In this course, we embrace the integration of Al-enabled tools, like ChatGPT, Claude or Consensus, as valuable
components of your professional toolkit. Instead of foreswearing them, we will work together to develop the
skills to use them responsibly and effectively. Just like you would utilize software like Stata or R in a statistics
course, a calculator in a physics class, or spell-check when writing a paper, Al-powered tools can serve as
valuable aids for specific tasks. HOWEVER, while they can enhance efficiency and assist with lower-order
tasks, they are not substitutes for the essential higher-order thinking and creative skills that are at the heart of
your university journey.

Just as you would seek guidance from academic writing labs or collaborate with peers to bounce ideas and
refine your work, Al-enabled tools can offer insights, help brainstorm, or assist in proofreading, but you should
not rely on them to do your work for you. Not only is that considered a violation of academic integrity norms
(see above) it is also a terrible idea, since Al can't yet reliably produce quality content at the level that is
expected of someone in your position as a student or a professional. Particularly in the realms of summarizing
and analyzing existing work or historical data or discussing policy and current events, Al tools exhibit serious
shortcomings. Their algorithms, no matter how sophisticated they are, can sometimes "hallucinate,"
extrapolating from the data to generate content that may not accurately represent the original context or
intention of written work and manufacture facts about people, places, and things. These tools are also limited by
the data on which they are trained, which can be constrained by geography and time (content produced in
certain languages and certain places are overrepresented, some training data may not include data before or after
a certain cut-off point) or be otherwise biased. Language Models will reproduce existing biases and possibly
accentuate them. Think of the Microsoft Twitter bot, Tay, which was quickly shut down after it became a
misogynistic, violent, racist, holocaust denier. Or take a look at how hard it was for Dall-E and Midjourney to
draw human hands when they first came out. This highlights the importance of your role as a discerning thinker
who understands when and how to leverage Al effectively, while also recognizing when human judgment and
expertise are still irreplaceable.
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https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/code-student-conduct-december-13-2019
https://www.provost.utoronto.ca/planning-policy/information-communication-technology-appropriate-use/
https://www.computerworld.com/article/4059383/openai-admits-ai-hallucinations-are-mathematically-inevitable-not-just-engineering-flaws.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/25/technology/microsoft-created-a-twitter-bot-to-learn-from-users-it-quickly-became-a-racist-jerk.html
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/pranavdixit/ai-generated-art-hands-fingers-messed-up
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/pranavdixit/ai-generated-art-hands-fingers-messed-up
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Additional Recommended Readings

Week I: Introduction, the prevalence of war, the use of games

Braumoeller, Bear F. Only the dead: the persistence of war in the modern age. Oxford University Press,
2019.

Sarkees, Meredith Reid. "Patterns of civil wars in the twenty-first century: the decline of civil war?." In
Routledge handbook of civil wars, pp. 252-272. Routledge, 2014.

Fazal, Tanisha M. "Dead wrong?: Battle deaths, military medicine, and exaggerated reports of war's
demise." International Security 39, no. 1 (2014): 95-125.

Melander, Erik, Magnus Oberg, and Jonathan Hall. "Are ‘new wars’ more atrocious? Battle severity,
civilians killed and forced migration before and after the end of the Cold War." European Journal of
International Relations 15, no. 3 (2009): 505-536.

Watch Deborah Avant on Il 1 n- rs and Multi-stakeholder rnance, esp.
first 5 min.

Wolfers, Arnold. ""National security" as an ambiguous symbol." Political science quarterly 67, no. 4
(1952): 481-502.

Walt, Stephen M. "The Renaissance of Security Studies." International Studies Quarterly 35, no. 2
(1991): 211-239.

Ayoob, Mohammed. The Security Problematic of the Third World. World Politics, Vol. 43, No. 2. (Jan.,
1991), pp. 257-283.

Cohn, Carol. "Sex and death in the rational world of defense intellectuals." Signs: Journal of women in
culture and society 12, no. 4 (1987): 687-718MacMillan, Margaret. War: How conflict shaped us.
Random House, 2020. chapter 1, p 21-49.

Sylvester, Christine. "War, sense, and security." In Gender and International Security, pp. 42-55.
Routledge, 2009.

Carpenter, Charli. "“You talk of terrible things so matter-of-factly in this language of science™:
constructing human rights in the academy." Perspectives on Politics 10, no. 2 (2012): 363-383.
Henderson, Errol A. "Navigating the Muddy Waters of the Mainstream." African American Perspectives
(2007): 325.

Nye Jr, Joseph S., and Sean M. Lynn-Jones. "International security studies: a report of a conference on
the state of the field." International security 12, no. 4 (1988): 5-27.

Kolodziej, Edward A. "Renaissance in security studies? Caveat lector!." International Studies Quarterly
36, no. 4 (1992): 421-438.

Rothschild, Emma. "What is security?." Daedalus 124, no. 3 (1995): 53-98.

Smith, Steve. "The increasing insecurity of security studies: Conceptualizing security in the last twenty
years." Contemporary Security Policy 20, no. 3 (1999): 72-101.

Tickner, J. A. "Gendering Dimensions of War, Peace, and Security." Gendering World Politics Issues
and Approaches in Post Cold War Era (2001): 36-64.

Enloe, Cynthia. Bananas, beaches and bases: Making feminist sense of international politics. Univ of
California Press, 2014.

Booth, Ken. Theory of world security. Cambridge University Press, 2007.
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https://global.oup.com/academic/product/only-the-dead-9780190849535
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David Baldwin, “Security Studies and the End of the Cold War,” World Politics, Vol. 48, No. 1 (October
1995), 117-141.

Richard K. Betts, “Should Strategic Studies Survive?” World Politics, Vol. 50, No. 1 (October 1997),
7-33.

Richard Ullman, “Redefining Security,” International Security, Vol. 8, No. 1 (Summer 1983), 129-53
Roland Paris, “Human Security: Paradigm Shift or Hot Air?” International Security, Vol. 26, No. 2 (Fall
2001), 87-102.

Acharya, Amitav. "Human security: East versus west." International Journal 56, no. 3 (2001): 442-460.
Abrahamsen, Rita, and Adam Sandor. "The global South and international security." The Oxford
handbook of international security (2018): 1-18.

Sabin, Philip. Simulating war: Studying conflict through simulation games. Bloomsbury Publishing,
2012.

Mouat, Tom. "The use and misuse of wargames." Scandinavian Journal of Military Studies 5, no. 1
(2022).

Reddie, Andrew W., Bethany L. Goldblum, Kiran Lakkaraju, Jason Reinhardt, Michael Nacht, and
Laura Epifanovskaya. "Next-generation wargames." Science 362, no. 6421 (2018): 1362-1364.

Reddie, Andrew W., Ruby E. Booth, Bethany L. Goldblum, Kiran Lakkaraju, Jason C. Reinhardt,
Jacquelyn Schneider, Rachael Shaffer et al. Cyber Wargaming: Research and Education for Security in a
Dangerous Digital World. Georgetown University Press, 2024.

Brynen, Rex. "Gaming Middle East Conflict." (2013): 133-138.

Schneider, Jacquelyn, and Jacob Ganz. “The Wargames That Prophesized America’s Defeat in
Vietnam.” War on the Rocks, September 24, 2024.

Schneider, J. "What war games really reveal." Foreign Affairs, December (2003).

Week II: The Purpose and Functions of War

Sawyer, Ralph D. The seven military classics of ancient China. Basic Books, 2020.
Kautilya. The Arthashastra. Edited by Rangarajan, L. N.. Penguin Books India, 1992. esp. parts X and
X1
Ferdowsi, Abolqasem. Shahnameh: The Persian book of kings. London: Penguin, 2006.
Tilly, Charles. "Capital, coercion and European states." Cambridge, MA: Basil Blackwell (1990).
Hui, Victoria Tin-bor. War and state formation in ancient China and early modern Europe. Cambridge
University Press, 2005. p.24-79
Herbst, Jeffrey. States and power in Africa: Comparative lessons in authority and control. Princeton
University Press, 2014. esp Chs 1-2
Carvalho, Benjamin de, Halvard Leira, and John M. Hobson. “The Big Bangs of IR: The Myths That
Your Teachers Still Tell You about 1648 and 1919.” Millennium 39, no. 3 (2011): 735-58.
Thies, Cameron G. "War, rivalry, and state building in Latin America." American Journal of Political
Science 49, no. 3 (2005): 451-465.
Centeno, Miguel Angel. Blood and debt: War and the nation-state in Latin America. Penn State Press,
2002.
Reno, William. Warfare in independent Afirica. Cambridge University Press, 2011.
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Week Ill: The Causes of War

Waltz, Kenneth Neal. Man, the state, and war: A theoretical analysis. Columbia University Press, 2001.
Chapter 1.

Thucydides. The Peloponnesian War. Translated and Edited by Hammond, Martin, and P. J. Rhodes.
Oxford University Press, 2009.

Kagan, Donald. New History of the Peloponnesian War. Cornell University Press, 2013.

Boucoyannis, Deborah A. "Thucydides' The Peloponnesian War: Causes, Pretexts and Realist
Traditions." Etudes helléniques/Hellenic Studies 6, no. 2 (1998): 105-130.

Kirshner, Jonathan. "Handle him with care: The importance of getting Thucydides right." Security
Studies 28, no. 1 (2019): 1-24.

Kang, David C., and Xinru Ma. "Power transitions: Thucydides didn’t live in East Asia." The
Washington Quarterly 41, no. 1 (2018): 137-154.

Lebow, Richard Ned, and Benjamin Valentino. "Lost in transition: A critical analysis of power transition
theory." International Relations 23, no. 3 (2009): 389-410.

Copeland, Dale C. The Origins of Major War. Cornell University Press, 2013.

Waltz, Kenneth N. "The origins of war in neorealist theory." Journal of Interdisciplinary History 18
(1988)

Vasquez, John A. The war puzzle revisited. Cambridge University Press, 2009. Esp part II.

Reiter, Dan. "Exploring the bargaining model of war." Perspectives on Politics 1, no. 1 (2003): 27-43.
Kirshner, Jonathan. "Rationalist explanations for war?." Security Studies 10, no. 1 (2000): 143-150.
Gartzke, Erik. "War is in the Error Term." International Organization 53, no. 3 (1999): 567-587.
Barbara F. Walter, “Bargaining Failures and Civil War,” Annual Review of Political Science, Vol. 12
(2009), 243-261.

Press, Daryl G. "The Credibility of Power: Assessing Threats during the "Appeasement” Crises of the
1930s." International Security (2004): 136-169.

Lowenheim, Oded, and Gadi Heimann. "Revenge in international politics." Security studies 17, no. 4
(2008): 685-724.

Hall, Todd H. " il n 11 his bitter fruit: Theorizin iplom fanger." Security Studies
20, no. 4 (2011): 521-555.

Colgan, Jeft D. "Fueling the fire: Pathways from oil to war." International Security 38, no. 2 (2013):
147-180.

Meierding, Emily. "Dismantling the oil wars myth." Security Studies 25, no. 2 (2016): 258-288.

Kahl, Colin H. "Population growth, environmental degradation, and state-sponsored violence: The case
of Kenya, 1991-93." International Security 23, no. 2 (1998): 80-119.

Meierding, Emily. "Climate change and conflict: avoiding small talk about the weather." International
Studies Review 15, no. 2 (2013): 185-203.

Kelanic, Rosemary A. "The petroleum paradox: oil, coercive vulnerability, and great power behavior."
Security Studies 25, no. 2 (2016): 181-213.

Adams, Courtland, Tobias Ide, Jon Barnett, and Adrien Detges. "Sampling bias in climate—conflict
research." Nature Climate Change 8, no. 3 (2018): 200-203.

Mach, Katharine J., Caroline M. Kraan, W. Neil Adger, Halvard Buhaug, Marshall Burke, James D.
Fearon, Christopher B. Field et al. "Climate as a risk factor for armed conflict." Nature 571, no. 7764
(2019): 193-197.

Busby, Joshua W. "Beyond internal conflict: The emergent practice of climate security." Journal of
Peace Research 58, no. 1 (2021): 186-194.
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Bara, Corinne. "Forecasting civil war and political violence." The Politics and Science of Prevision
(2020): 177.

Gleditsch, Kristian Skrede. "One without the Other? Prediction and Policy in International Studies."
International Studies Quarterly 66, no. 3 (2022).

Hudson, Valerie M., Mary Caprioli, Bonnie Ballif-Spanvill, Rose McDermott, and Chad F. Emmett.
"The heart of the matter: The security of women and the security of states." International Security 33,
no. 3 (2009): 7-45.

Wimmer, Andreas. Waves of war: Nationalism, state formation, and ethnic exclusion in the modern
world. Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Wiegand, Krista Eileen. Enduring territorial disputes: Strategies of bargaining, coercive diplomacy, and
settlement. University of Georgia Press, 2011.

Toft, Monica Duffy. "Territory and war." Journal of Peace Research 51, no. 2 (2014): 185-198.

Goertz, Gary, and Paul F. Diehl. "Taking “enduring” out of enduring rivalry: The rivalry approach to war
and peace." International Interactions 21, no. 3 (1995): 291-308.

Huth, Paul K. "Enduring rivalries and territorial disputes, 1950-1990." Conflict Management and Peace
Science 15, no. 1 (1996): 7-41.

Goertz, Gary, and Paul F. Diehl. "The initiation and termination of enduring rivalries: The impact of
political shocks." American Journal of Political Science (1995): 30-52.

Barbieri, Katherine, and Jack S. Levy. "Sleeping with the enemy: The impact of war on trade." Journal
of peace research 36, no. 4 (1999): 463-479.

Angell, Norman. The great illusion: A study of the relation of military power to national advantage. GP
Putnam's sons, 1913.

Peter Liberman, “The Spoils of Conquest” International Security, Vol. 18, No. 2 (Autumn 1993), 125-53.
Stephen G. Brooks, “The Globalization of Production and the Changing Benefits of Conquest,” Journal
of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 43, No. 5 (October, 1999), 646-670.

Christina L. Davis, “Linkage Diplomacy: Economic and Security Bargaining in the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance, 1902-23 . International Security, Vol. 33, No. 3 (Winter 2009), 143-179.

Heginbotham, Eric, and Richard J. Samuels. "Mercantile realism and Japanese foreign policy."
International Security 22, no. 4 (1998): 171-203.

Erickson, Jennifer L. "Punishing the violators? Arms embargoes and economic sanctions as tools of
norm enforcement." Review of international studies 46, no. 1 (2020): 96-120.

Hultman, Lisa, and Dursun Peksen. "Successful or counterproductive coercion? The effect of

international sanctions on conflict intensity." Journal of Conflict Resolution 61, no. 6 (2017):
1315-1339.

Liou, Ryan Yu-Lin, Amanda Murdie, and Dursun Peksen. "Revisiting the causal links between economic
sanctions and human rights violations." Political Research Quarterly 74, no. 4 (2021): 808-821.

Allen, Susan Hannah, and David J. Lektzian. "Economic sanctions: A blunt instrument?." Journal of
Peace Research 50, no. 1 (2013): 121-135.

Lektzian, David J., and Christopher M. Sprecher. "Sanctions. signals, and militarized conflict."
American Journal of Political Science 51, no. 2 (2007): 415-431.

Mulder, Nicholas. The Economic Weapon: The Rise of Sanctions as a Tool of Modern War. Yale
University Press, 2022.

Zhang, Ketian. "Cautious Bully: Reputation, Resolve, and Beijing's Use of Coercion in the South China
Sea." International Security 44, no. 1 (2019): 117-159.

Kim, Hyung Min. "Relationship between economic sanctions and militarized conflict focusing on
reciprocal causation." Defence and Peace Economics 31, no. 5 (2020): 532-549.
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Whang, Taehee. "Playing to the home crowd? Symbolic use of economic sanctions in the United States."
International Studies Quarterly 55, no. 3 (2011): 787-801.

Poast, Paul. "Beyond the “sinew of war”: The political economy of security as a subfield." Annual
Review of Political Science 22 (2019): 223-239.

Norrlof, Carla. America's global advantage: US hegemony and international cooperation. Cambridge
University Press, 2010. Esp ch. 6

Week IV: Leaders

George, Alexander L. "The" operational code": A neglected approach to the study of political leaders
and decision-making." International Studies Quarterly 13, no. 2 (1969): 190-222.

Schafer, Mark, and Stephen Walker, eds. Beliefs and leadership in world politics: Methods and
applications of operational code analysis. Springer, 2006.

Saunders, Elizabeth N. "Transformative choices: I.eaders and the origins of intervention strategy."
International Security 34, no. 2 (2009): 119-161.

Hymans, Jacques EC. The psychology of nuclear proliferation: ldentity, emotions and foreign policy.
Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Whitlark, Rachel Elizabeth. "Nuclear beliefs: A leader-focused theory of counter-proliferation." Security
Studies 26, no. 4 (2017): 545-574.

Feng, Huiyun, and Kai He. "China under Xi Jinping: operational code beliefs, foreign policy, and the
rise of China." In Chinese foreign policy under Xi, pp. 19-35. Routledge, 2017.

Mattes, Michaela, Brett Ashley Leeds, and Royce Carroll. "Leadership turnover and foreign policy

change: Societal interests, domestic institutions, and voting in the United Nations." International Studies
Quarterly 59, no. 2 (2015): 280-290.

Mattes, Michaela, and Jessica LP Weeks. "Hawks, doves, and peace: an experimental approach."
American Journal of Political Science 63, no. 1 (2019): 53-66.

Yarhi-Milo, Keren, Joshua D. Kertzer, and Jonathan Renshon. "Tying hands, sinking costs, and leader
attributes." Journal of Conflict Resolution 62, no. 10 (2018): 2150-2179.

Stein, Janice Gross. "Political learning by doing: Gorbachev as uncommitted thinker and motivated
learner." International organization 48, no. 2 (1994): 155-183.

Chiozza, Giacomo, and Hein E. Goemans. "Peace through insecurity: Tenure and international conflict."
Journal of Conflict Resolution 47, no. 4 (2003): 443-467.

Saunders, Elizabeth N. "No substitute for experience: presidents, advisers. and information in group
decision making." International Organization 71, no. S1 (2017): S219-S247.

Glad, Betty. "Why tyrants go too far: Malignant narcissism and absolute power." Political Psychology
23, no. 1 (2002).

Chiozza, Giacomo, and Ajin Choi. "Guess who did what: Political leaders and the management of
territorial disputes, 1950-1990." Journal of Conflict Resolution 47, no. 3 (2003): 251-278.

Croco, Sarah E. "The decider's dilemma: Leader culpability, war outcomes, and domestic punishment."
American Political Science Review 105, no. 3 (2011): 457-477.

Byman, Daniel L., and Kenneth M. Pollack. "Let us now praise great men: Bringing the statesman back
in." International Security 25, no. 4 (2001): 107-146.

Bashevkin, Sylvia. Women as foreign policy leaders: national security and gender politics in
superpower America. Oxford University Press, 2018.

Wolford, Scott, and Emily Hencken Ritter. "National 1 I litical ri nd the formation
military coalitions." International Studies Quarterly 60, no. 3 (2016): 540-551.
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Holmes, Marcus, and Keren Yarhi-Milo. "The psychological logic of peace summits: How empathy
shapes outcomes of diplomatic negotiations." International Studies Quarterly 61, no. 1 (2017): 107-122.

Week V: Domestic Institutions

Crawford, Neta C. "A security regime among democracies: cooperation among Iroquois nations."
International Organization 48, no. 3 (1994): 345-385.

Solingen, Etel. "Democratization in the Middle East: Quandaries of the Peace Process." Journal of
Democracy 7, no. 3 (1996): 139-153.

Henderson, Errol Anthony. "The democratic peace through the lens of culture, 1820-1989."
International Studies Quarterly 42, no. 3 (1998): 461-484.

Oren, Ido. "The subjectivity of the" democratic" peace: changing US perceptions of imperial Germany."
International Security 20, no. 2 (1995): 147-184.

Suong, Clara H., Scott Desposato, and Erik Gartzke. "How 'Democratic' is the Democratic Peace? A
Survey Experiment of Foreign Policy Preferences in Brazil and China." Brazilian Political Science
Review 14 (2020).

Kim, Hyung Min, and David L. Rousseau. "The classical liberals were half right (or half wrong): New
tests of the ‘Liberal Peace’, 1960-88." Journal of Peace Research 42, no. 5 (2005): 523-543.

Bell, Mark S., and Kai Quek. "Authoritarian public opinion and the democratic peace." International
Organization 72, no. 1 (2018): 227-242.

Rosato, Sebastian. "The flawed logic of democratic peace theory." American political science review 97,
no. 4 (2003): 585-602.

Dafoe, Allan. "Statistical critiques of the democratic peace: Caveat emptor." American Journal of
Political Science 55, no. 2 (2011): 247-262.

Smith, Tony. America's Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for
Democracy-Expanded Edition. Vol. 137. Princeton University Press, 2012.

Huber, Daniela. Democracy promotion and foreign policy: identity and interests in US, EU and
non-Western democracies. Springer, 2015.

Pee, Robert, and William Michael Schmidli, eds. The Reagan administration, the Cold War, and the
transition to democracy promotion. Springer, 2018.

Oakes, Amy. "Diversionary war and Argentina's invasion of the Falkland Islands." Security Studies 15,
no. 3 (2006): 431-463.

Schenoni, Luis L., Sean Braniff, and Jorge Battaglino. "Was the Malvinas/Falklands a diversionary war?

A prospect-theory reinterpretation of Argentina’s decline." Security Studies 29, no. 1 (2020): 34-63.

Mitchell, Sara McLaughlin. "A_ Kantian system? Democracy and third-party conflict resolution."
American Journal of Political Science (2002): 749-759.

Gilady, Lilach. "Triangle or ‘trilemma’: Rousseau and the ‘Kantian peace’." Journal of International
Relations and Development 20, no. 1 (2017): 135-161.

Gunitsky, Seva. "From shocks to waves: Hegemonic transitions and democratization in the twentieth
century." International Organization 68, no. 3 (2014): 561-597.
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Week VI: Strategy and Doctrine

Luttwak, Edward N. Strategy: the logic of war and peace. Harvard University Press, 2001.

Betts, Richard K. "Is strategy an illusion?." International Security 25, no. 2 (2000): 5-50.

Parker, Geoffrey, ed. 2020. The Cambridge History of Warfare. 2nd ed. Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781316855089.

Avant, Deborah D. "The institutional sources of military doctrine: Hegemons in peripheral wars."
International Studies Quarterly 37, no. 4 (1993): 409-430, but skip the Vietnam case study (pp 417-422).
Silove, Nina. "Beyond the buzzword: the three meanings of “grand strategy”." Security Studies 27, no. 1
(2018): 27-57. READ ONLY PAGES 49-57, skim rest.

Glaser, Charles L. "Political consequences of military strategy: Expanding and refining the spiral and
deterrence models." World politics 44, no. 4 (1992): 497-538.

Andrew Mack. 1975. “Why Big Nations [Lose Small Wars: The Politics of Asymmetric Conflict.” World
Politics, 27/2: 175-200.

Arreguin-Toft. 2001. “How the Weak Win Wars.” International Security, 26/1:93-128.

Downes, Alexander B., and Kathryn McNabb Cochran. "Targeting civilians to win? Assessing the
military effectiveness of civilian victimization in interstate war." Rethinking Violence: States and
Non-State Actors in Conflict (2010): 23-56.

Hazelton, Jacqueline L. "The ‘“hearts and minds” fallacy: Violence, coercion, and success in
counterinsurgency warfare." International Security 42, no. 1 (2017): 80-113.

Haun, Phil. Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States Resist the United States. Stanford University
Press, 2015.

Glad, Betty Ed. Psychological dimensions of war. Sage Publications, Inc, 1990.

Schelling, Thomas C. The Strategy of Conflict: with a new Preface by the Author. Harvard university
press, 1980.

Jervis, Robert. The logic of images in international relations. Columbia University Press, 1989.
Freedman, Lawrence. Strategy: A history. Oxford University Press, 2015.

Hanson, Victor Davis (ed). Makers of Ancient Strategy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010.
Kier, Elizabeth. "Culture and mili rine: Fran n th 18." International security 19, no.
4 (1995): 65-93.

Elman, Miriam Fendius. "The foreign policies of small states: Challenging neorealism in its own
backyard." British Journal of Political Science 25, no. 2 (1995): 171-217.

Johnston, Alastair lain. Cultural realism: Strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese history.
Princeton University Press, 1998.

Jervis, Robert. The illogic of American nuclear strategy. Cornell University Press, 1984.

Paret, Peter, Gordon A. Craig, and Felix Gilbert, eds. Makers of modern strategy from Machiavelli to the
Nuclear Age. Oxford University Press, 1986.

Pape, Robert A. Bombing to win: Air power and coercion in war. Cornell University Press, 1996.

Andrew H. K nd Barbara F Iter, “The Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security 31, no. 1
(2006): 49-80

Narang, Vipin. "Nuclear strategy in the modern era." In Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era. Princeton
University Press, 2014.

Kearns, Erin M., and Joseph K. Young. "Military tactics in civil war." In Routledge Handbook of Civil
Wars, pp. 273-282. Routledge, 2014.

n

Narang, Vipin. "What does it take to deter? Regional power nuclear postures and international conflict."
Journal of Conflict Resolution 57, no. 3 (2013): 478-508.

25

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


http://www.columbia.edu/itc/sipa/U6800/readings-sm/strategy_betts.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2010486
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2010486
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2009880
https://web.stanford.edu/class/polisci211z/2.2/Arreguin-Toft%20IS%202001.pdf
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/hearts-and-minds-fallacy-violence-coercion-and-success-counterinsurgency-warfare
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/hearts-and-minds-fallacy-violence-coercion-and-success-counterinsurgency-warfare
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2539120
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137539
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23414723

] UNIVERSITY OF

(B8 B8

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Rice, Condoleezza. "The making of Soviet strategy." In: Makers of Modern Strategy (1986).

Ven Bruusgaard, Kristin. "Russian nuclear strategy and conventional inferiority." Journal of Strategic
Studies 44, no. 1 (2021): 3-35.Greenhill, Kelly M. "Asymmetric Advantage-Weaponizing People as
Non-Military Instruments of Cross-Domain Coercion." Cross-Domain Deterrence: Strategy in an Era of
Complexity (2019): 259-289.

Gregg, Heather S. The Grand Strategy of Gertrude Bell: From the Arab Bureau to the Creation of Irag.
SSI (2022).

Downes, Alexander B. "Draining the sea by filling the graves: Investigating the effectiveness of

indiscriminate violence as a counterinsurgency strategy." Civil Wars 9, no. 4 (2007): 420-444.
Kalyvas, Stathis N. "The paradox of terrorism in civil war." The Journal of Ethics 8, no. 1 (2004):

97-138.
Stanton, Jessica A. "Terrorism in the context of civil war." The Journal of Politics 75, no. 4 (2013):
1009-1022.

Valentino, Benjamin, Paul Huth, and Dylan Balch-Lindsay. "“Draining the sea” mass killing and
guerrilla warfare." International organization 58, no. 2 (2004): 375-407.

Kalyvas, Stathis N. The logic of violence in civil war. Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Kalyvas, Stathis N. "Wanton and senseless? The logic of massacres in Algeria." Rationality and Society
11, no. 3 (1999): 243-285.

Lyall, Jason. "Does indiscriminate violence incite insurgent attacks? Evidence from Chechnya." Journal
of Conflict Resolution 53, no. 3 (2009): 331-362.

Kohama, Shoko, Kazuto Ohtsuki, and Yasutaka Tominaga. "Bombing and Mining in War: Evidence
from Cambodia." Journal of Global Security Studies 5, no. 2 (2020): 319-338.

Murray, Williamson. War, Strategy, and Military Effectiveness. Cambridge University Press, 2011.
Goddard, Stacie E., and Colleen Larkin. "‘The most humane of all weapons’: Discrimination, airpower,
and precision doctrine." European Journal of International Security 8, no. 4 (2023): 531-549.

Week VII: Technology and Strategy

Watch Interview with Matias Spektor on Brazil's Nuclear Status, 2020
Brodie, Bernard, and Fawn McKay Brodie. From Crossbow to H-bomb. Indiana University Press, 1973.

Van Creveld, Martin. Technology and war: From 2000 BC to the present. Simon and Schuster, 2010.
Kennett, Lee. The First Air War: 1914-1918. Simon and Schuster, 1999.

Geinitz, Christian. "The first air war against noncombatants: strategic bombing of German cities in
World War 1." In: Chickering, Roger, and Stig Forster, eds. Great War, Total War: Combat and
Mobilization on the Western Front, 1914-1918. Cambridge University Press, 2000: 207-225.

Brodie, Bernard, and Frederick Sherwood Dunn. The absolute weapon: Atomic power and world order.
(1946).

Jervis, Robert. "Cooperation under the security dilemma." World politics 30, no. 2 (1978): 167-214.
Jervis, Robert. The meaning of the nuclear revolution: Statecraft and the prospect of Armageddon.
Cornell University Press, 1989.

Lieber, Keir A. "Grasping the technological peace: The offense-defense balance and international
security." International Security 25, no. 1 (2000): 71-104.

Lindsay, Jon R. Information technology and military power. Cornell University Press, 2020.

Shimshoni, Jonathan. "Technol mili n n rl r I: for mili
entrepreneurship." International Security 15, no. 3 (1990): 187-215.

26

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2020.1818070
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/950/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13698240701699631
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13698240701699631
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25115783
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1017/S0022381613000984
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3877862
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3877862
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/104346399011003001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQmGSafEhds
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2009958
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2626774
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2626774
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2538911
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2538911

UNIVERSITY OF

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Glaser, Charles L., and Chaim Kaufmann. "What is the offense-defense balance and can we measure
it?." International Security 22, no. 4 (1998): 44-82.

Adams, Karen Ruth. "Attack and conquer? International anarchy and the offense-defense-deterrence
balance." International Security (2003): 45-83.

Eden, Lynn. Whole world on fire: Organizations, knowledge, and nuclear weapons devastation. Cornell
University Press, 2004.

Sagan, Scott Douglas, and Kenneth Neal Waltz. The spread of nuclear weapons: an enduring debate:
with new chapters on Iran, Iraq, and North Korea, and on the prospects for global nuclear
disarmament. WW Norton & Company, 2013.

Solingen, Etel. Nuclear Logics. Princeton University Press, 2006.

Tannenwald, Nina. "The nuclear taboo: The United States and the normative basis of nuclear non-use."
International organization 53, no. 3 (1999): 433-468.

Mehta, Rupal N., and Rachel Elizabeth Whitlark. "The benefits and burdens of nuclear latency."
International Studies Quarterly 61, no. 3 (2017): 517-528.

Carpenter, R. Charli. "Vetting the advocacy agenda: Network centrality and the paradox of weapons
norms." International Organization 65, no. 1 (2011): 69-102.

Kelanic, Rosemary A. Black gold and blackmail: Oil and great power politics. Cornell University Press,
2020. Esp. Ch 2.

Cronin, Audrey Kurth. Power to the People: How Open Technological Innovation is Arming
Tomorrow's Terrorists. Oxford University Press, 2019.

Kuo, Kendrick. "Military Innovation and Technological Determinism: British and US Ways of Carrier
Warfare, 1919-1945." Journal of Global Security Studies 6, no. 3 (2021).

Allen, Susan Hannah, and Carla Martinez Machain. "Choosing air strikes." Journal of Global Security
Studies 3, no. 2 (2018): 150-162.

Kim, Lami. "Dynamics of Normative Change for International Nuclear Export Controls." Global
Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and International Organizations 27, no. 4 (2021): 517-539.
Solingen, Etel, ed. Geopolitics, supply chains, and international relations in East Asia. Cambridge
University Press, 2021.

Coward, Ashley, and Corneliu Bjola. "Cyber-intelligence and diplomacy: The secret link." In Secret
Diplomacy, pp. 217-244. Routledge, 2016.

Gompert, David C., and Martin Libicki. “Cyber Warfare and Sino-American Crisis Instability.” Survival
56, no. 4 (2014): 7-22.

Jon Lindsay “Stuxnet and the Limits of Cyber Warfare.” Security Studies 22, no. 3 (2013)

Lieber, Keir A. "Grasping the technological peace: The offense-defense balance and international
security." International Security 25, no. 1 (2000): 71-104.

Cunningham, Fiona S. "Strategic Substitution: China's Search for Coercive Leverage in the Information
Age." International Security 47, no. 1 (2022): 46-92.

Week VIII: Military Effectiveness

Reiter, Dan, and Allan C. Stam. Democracies at War. Princeton University Press, 2002.

Desch, Michael C. "Democracy and victory: Why regime type hardly matters." International Security
27, no. 2 (2002): 5-47.

Downes, Alexander B. "How smart and tough are democracies? Reassessing theories of democratic
victory in war." International Security 33, no. 4 (2009): 9-51.

27

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137477
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137477
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2601286
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article/61/3/517/4243531
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/vetting-the-advocacy-agenda-network-centrality-and-the-paradox-of-weapons-norms/D358CB14CD0825CAA39AE9666162134C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/vetting-the-advocacy-agenda-network-centrality-and-the-paradox-of-weapons-norms/D358CB14CD0825CAA39AE9666162134C
https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article-abstract/6/3/ogaa046/5918095
https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article-abstract/6/3/ogaa046/5918095
https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article-abstract/3/2/150/4964799
https://brill.com/view/journals/gg/27/4/article-p517_3.xml
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2626774
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2626774

UNIVERSITY OF

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Talmadge, Caitlin. "The puzzle of personalist performance: Iraqi battlefield effectiveness in the Iran-Iraq
war." Security Studies 22, no. 2 (2013): 180-221.

Beckley, Michael. "Economic development and military effectiveness." The Journal of Strategic Studies
33, no. 1 (2010): 43-79.

McNabb Cochran, Kathryn, and Stephen B. Long. "Measuring Military Effectiveness: Calculating
Casualty Loss-Exchange Ratios for Multilateral Wars, 1816—-1990." International Interactions 43, no. 6
(2017): 1019-1040.

Zielinski, Rosella Cappella. How states pay for wars. Cornell University Press, 2016. Chapter 1, p.1-9.
Stein, Arthur A. "Domestic Constraints, Extended Deterrence, and the Incoherence of Grand Strategy:
The United States, 1938-1950." In: Domestic Bases of Grand Strategy, Edited by Richard Rosecrance
and Arthur Stein. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1993. 96-123.

Solingen, Etel. Regional orders at century's dawn: global and domestic influences on grand strategy.
Princeton University Press, 1998.

Kier, Elizabeth, and Ronald R. Krebs, eds. In war's wake. international conflict and the fate of liberal
democracy. Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Avant, Deborah. "From mercenary to citizen armies: Explaining change in the practice of war."
International Organization 54, no. 1 (2000): 41-72.

Caverley, Jonathan D. "The myth of military myopia: Democracy, small wars, and Vietnam."
International Security 34, no. 3 (2010): 119-157.

Saunders, Elizabeth. "War and the Inner Circle: Democratic elites and the politics of using force."
Security Studies 24.3 (2015): 466-501.

Risa Brooks. “Civil-Military Relations in the Middle East.” In The Future Security Environment in the
Middle East: Conflict, Stability, and Political Change, edited by Nora Bensahel and Daniel L. Byman,
129-62. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2005.

Avant, Deborah, and Lee Sigelman. "Private security and democracy: Lessons from the US in Iraq."
Security Studies 19, no. 2 (2010): 230-265.

Desch, Michael C. Civilian control of the military: The changing security environment. JHU Press,
2008.

Elman, Miriam Fendius, Oded Haklai, and Hendrik Spruyt, eds. Democracy and Conflict Resolution:
The Dilemmas of Israel's Peacemaking. Syracuse University Press, 2014.

Carter, Jeff, and Glenn Palmer. "Regime type and interstate war finance." Foreign Policy Analysis 12,
no. 4 (2016): 695-719.

Cappella Zielinski, Rosella, and Kaija Schilde. "Hatchet or Scalpel? Domestic Politics, International
Threats, and US Military Spending Cuts, 1950-2014." Security Studies 28, no. 4 (2019): 677-709.
Kreps, Sarah. Taxing Wars: The American Way of War Finance and the Decline of Democracy. Oxford
University Press, 2018.

Stewart, Megan A. "Rebel governance: military boon or military bust?" Conflict Management and Peace
Science 37, no. 1 (2020): 16-38.

Percy, Sarah. "What makes a norm robust: the norm against female combat." Journal of global security
studies 4, no. 1 (2019): 123-138.

28

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/in-wars-wake/2FAF44A0EBC9655E236F0B74D28CC452
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/in-wars-wake/2FAF44A0EBC9655E236F0B74D28CC452
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2601317
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40389235
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09636412.2015.1070618
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7249/mr1640af.10
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2010.480906
https://academic.oup.com/fpa/article/12/4/695/2469906
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2019.1631379
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2019.1631379
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/VTQKNMCNXCFT4XDZNPUS/full

POL212H1: Understanding War

] UNIVERSITY OF

(B8 B8

¥ TORONTO

Week IX: Friends, Proxies, Allies

Morgenthau, Hans Joachim, Politics among nations: The struggle for power and peace. Fourth Edition.
(1975). P.201-217

Walt, Stephen M. "Alliance formation and the balance of world power." The Realism Reader 9, no. 4
(2014): 145-150.

Snyder, Glenn H. "The security dilemma in alliance politics." World politics 36, no. 4 (1984): 461-495.
Buzas, Zoltan 1. "The color of threat: Race, threat perception, and the demise of the Anglo-Japanese
alliance (1902—-1923)." Security Studies 22, no. 4 (2013): 573-606.

Weitsman, Patricia A. "Intimate enemies: The politics of peacetime alliances." Security Studies 7, no. 1
(1997): 156-193.

Walt, Stephen M. "Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power." International Security 9, no. 4
(1985): 3-43.

David, Steven R. "Explaining third world alignment." World Politics 43, no. 2 (1991): 233-256.

Yeo, Andrew. Asia's regional architecture: Alliances and institutions in the Pacific century. Stanford
University Press, 2019.

Hemmer, Christopher, and Peter J. Katzenstein. "Why is there no NATO in Asia? Collective identity,
regionalism, and the origins of multilateralism." International organization 56, no. 3 (2002): 575-607.
Cha, Victor D. "Powerplay: Origins of the US alliance system in Asia." International Security 34, no. 3
(2010): 158-196.

Kang, David C. "Hierarchy, balancing, and empirical puzzles in Asian international relations."
International Security 28, no. 3 (2003): 165-180.

Parsi, Trita. Treacherous alliance: the secret dealings of Israel, Iran, and the United States. Yale
University Press, 2007.

Stark, Alexandra. Monarchs' Pawns?: Gulf State Proxy Warfare 2011-Today. New America., 2020.

Bjerg Moller, Sara. "Learning from losing: How defeat shapes coalition dynamics in wartime." Journal
of Strategic Studies 45, no. 2 (2022): 280-302.

Leeds, Brett Ashley. "Do alliances deter aggression? The influence of military alliances on the initiation
of militarized interstate disputes." American Journal of Political Science 47, no. 3 (2003): 427-439.

Leeds, Brett Ashley. "Alliance reliability in times of war: Explaining state decisions to violate treaties."
International Organization 57, no. 4 (2003): 801-827.

Sayle, Timothy Andrews. Enduring alliance: a history of NATO and the postwar global order. Cornell
University Press, 2019.

Sayle, Timothy Andrews. "Patterns of continuity in NATO’s long history." International Politics 57, no.
3 (2020): 322-341.

Mastny, Vojtech, and Malcolm Byrne, eds. 4 cardboard castle?: an inside History of the Warsaw Pact,
1955-1991. Central European University Press, 2005.

Crump, Laurien. The Warsaw Pact Reconsidered: International Relations in Eastern Europe, 1955-1969.
Routledge, 2015.

Harrison, Hope M. Driving the Soviets up the Wall. Princeton University Press, 2011.

Radchenko, Sergey 2017. "The rise and fall of the Sino-Soviet alliance 1949-1989". In: Naimark,
Norman, Pons, Silvio and Quinn-Judge, Sophie eds. The Cambridge History of Communism. Volume 2:
The Socialist Camp and World Power 1941-1960s, Cambridge University Press, pp. 243-268.

Kreps, Sarah. "Elite consensus as a determinant of alliance cohesion: Why public opinion hardly matters
for NATO-led operations in Afghanistan." Foreign Policy Analysis 6, no. 3 (2010): 191-215.

29

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.jstor.org/stable/2538540
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2010472
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/why-is-there-no-nato-in-asia-collective-identity-regionalism-and-the-origins-of-multilateralism/B8BE13AF44D732DD9E749E7AE9A861EB
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/why-is-there-no-nato-in-asia-collective-identity-regionalism-and-the-origins-of-multilateralism/B8BE13AF44D732DD9E749E7AE9A861EB
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2022.2030716
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3186107
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3186107
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3594847
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41311-020-00237-5
https://academic.oup.com/fpa/article/6/3/191/1819987
https://academic.oup.com/fpa/article/6/3/191/1819987

] UNIVERSITY OF

(B8 B8

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Byman, Daniel. “Buddies or Burdens? Understanding the Al Qaeda Relationship with Its Affiliate
Organizations,” Security Studies 23, no. 3 (July 3, 2014): 431-70.

Byman, Daniel. Deadly connections: States that sponsor terrorism. Cambridge University Press, 2005.
Fair, C. Christine. Fighting to the end: The Pakistan army's way of war. Oxford University Press, USA,
2014. Chapter 9.

Avant, Deborah D. The market for force: The consequences of privatizing security. Cambridge
University Press, 2005.

Timothy W. Crawford, “Preventing Enemy Coalitions: How Wedge Strategies Shape Power Politics,”
International Security, Vol. 35, No. 4 (Spring 2011), 155-189.

Nexon, Daniel H. "The balance of power in the balance." World Politics 61, no. 2 (2009): 330-359.
Wohlforth, William C., Stuart J. Kaufman, and Richard Little. "Introduction: Balance and hierarchy in
international systems." In The balance of power in world history, pp. 1-21. Palgrave Macmillan,
London, 2007.

Paul, Thazha Varkey, James J. Wirtz, and Michel Fortmann. Balance of power: theory and practice in
the 21st century. Stanford University Press, 2004.

Schweller, Randall L. "Bandwagoning for profit: Bringing the revisionist state back in." International
Security 19, no. 1 (1994): 72-107.

Dinneen, Nathan. "The Corinthian thesis: The oratorical origins of the idea of the balance of power in
Herodotus, Thucydides. and Xenophon." International Studies Quarterly 62, no. 4 (2018): 857-866.b
Goddard, Stacie E. When right makes might: Rising powers and world order. Cornell University Press,
2018.

Pape, Robert A. "Soft balancin inst the United States." International security 30, no. 1 (2005): 7-45.
Goh, Evelyn. "Great powers and hierarchical order in Southeast Asia: Analyzing regional security
strategies." International Security 32, no. 3 (2008): 113-157.

Kenneth Waltz. Theory of International Politics. Macmillan. 1979.

Layne, Christopher. "The unipolar illusion revisited: The coming end of the United States' unipolar
moment." International security 31, no. 2 (2006): 7-41.

Levy, Jack S., and William R. Thompson. "Balancing on land and at sea: do states ally against the
leading global power?." International Security 35, no. 1 (2010): 7-43.

Allison, David M., Stephen Herzog, and Jiyoung Ko. "Under the Umbrella: Nuclear Crises, Extended
Deterrence, and Public Opinion." Journal of Conflict Resolution (2019).

Fang, Songying, Jesse C. Johnson, and Brett Ashley Leeds. "To concede or to resist? The restraining
effect of military alliances." International Organization 68, no. 4 (2014): 775-809.

Cooley, Alexander. Base politics: democratic change and the US military overseas. Cornell University
Press, 2012.

Yeo, Andrew. Activists, alliances, and anti-US base protests. Cambridge University Press, 2011.

Bitar, Sebastian E. US military bases, quasi-bases, and domestic politics in Latin America. Springer,
2016.

Week X: Norms, Laws, and Cooperation

Tate, Merze. The United States and Armaments. Harvard University Press, 1948.

Gross, Leo. "The Criminality of Aggressive War." American Political Science Review 41, no. 2 (1947):
205-225.

Morrow, James D. "When do states follow the laws of war?." American Political Science Review 101,
no. 3 (2007): 559-572.

30

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2014.935228
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2014.935228
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/ISEC_a_00036
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40263485
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2539149
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article-abstract/62/4/857/5188192
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article-abstract/62/4/857/5188192
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137457
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/30130520.pdf
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/isec.2006.31.2.7
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/isec.2006.31.2.7
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40784645
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40784645
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00220027221100254
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00220027221100254

UNIVERSITY OF

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Bull, Hedley. "Arms control and world order." International Security 1, no. 1 (1976): 3-16.

Jervis, Robert. "Security regimes." International organization 36, no. 2 (1982): 357-378.

Legro, Jeffrey. Cooperation Under Fire: Anglo-German Restraint During World War II. Cornell
University Press, 1995.

Solis, Gary D. The law of armed conflict: international humanitarian law in war. Cambridge University
Press, 2021.

Traven, David, ed. 2021. “Humanizing Hell: The Hague Peace Conferences and the Second World War,
1899-1945.” In: Law and Sentiment in International Politics: Ethics, Emotions, and the Evolution of the
Laws of War, 193-237. Cambridge Studies in International Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Fazal, Tanisha M., and Margarita Konaev. "Homelands versus minelands: why do armed groups commit
to the laws of war?." Journal of Global Security Studies 4, no. 2 (2019): 149-168.

Siniver, Asaf, and Scott Lucas. "Understanding tacit security regimes." Journal of Global Security
Studies 4, no. 4 (2019): 510-525.

Kupchan, Charles A., and Clifford A. Kupchan. "The promise of collective security." International
security 20, no. 1 (1995): 52-61.

Stein, Janice Gross. "Getting to the table: the triggers, stages, functions, and consequences of
prenegotiation." International Journal 44, no. 2 (1989): 475-504.

Elinor Ostrom, “A Behavioral Approach to the Rational Choice Theory of Collective Action,” American
Political Science Review 92, no. 1 (March 1998): 1-22.

Adler, Emanuel. “The Emergence of Cooperation: National Epistemic Communities and the
International Evolution of the Idea of Nuclear Arms Control.” International Organization 46, no. 1
(1992): 101-45.

Erik Voeten, “The Political Origins of the UN Security Council's Ability to Legitimize the Use of
Force,” International Organization, Vol. 59, No. 3 (Summer 2005), 527-557.

Vincent Pouliot, “The Logic of Practicality: A Theory of Practice of Security Communities,”
International Organization, Vol. 62, No. 2 (Spring 2008), 257-88.

Alastair lain Johnston, “Treating International Institutions as Social Environments” International Studies
Quarterly, Vol. 45, No. 4 (December 2001), 487-515.

Brian C. Rathbun, “Before Hegemony: Generalized Trust and the Creation and Design of International
Security Organizations,” International Organization, Vol. 65, No. 2 (April 2011), 243-273.

John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security 19/3
(1994), 5-49.

Kinsella, Helen M. "Securing the civilian: sex and gender in the laws of war." Power in global
governance 98 (2004): 249.

Gross, Michael L. "Asymmetric war, symmetrical intentions: killing civilians in modern armed conflict."
In Rethinking Violence, pp. 28-44. Routledge, 2013.

Sanin, Francisco Gutiérrez. "Criminal rebels? A discussion of civil war and criminality from the
Colombian experience." Politics & Society 32, no. 2 (2004): 257-285.

Strange, Susan. The retreat of the state: The diffusion of power in the world economy. Cambridge
university press, 1996. esp ch 8 with Letizia Paoli).

Newman, Edward. "The ‘new wars’ debate: A historical perspective is needed." Security dialogue 35,
no. 2 (2004): 173-189.

Kaldor, Mary. "In defence of new wars." Stability: International journal of security and development 2,
no. 1 (2013). p.1-14.

31

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.jstor.org/stable/2538573
https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article/4/4/510/5532519
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2539215
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40202604
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40202604
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2585925
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706953
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706953
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3877808
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3877808
http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S0020818308080090
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/0020-8833.00212/full
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=8255869
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=8255869
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2539078
https://genderandsecurity.org/sites/default/files/securing_the_civilian-_sex_and_gender_in_the_laws_of_war__0.pdf

] UNIVERSITY OF

(B8 B8

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Jakobi, Anja P. Crime, Security and Global Politics: An Introduction to Global Crime Governance.
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2020. Chapter 8, pages 130-149.

Andreas, Peter. "The clandestine political economy of war and peace in Bosnia." International Studies
Quarterly 48, no. 1 (2004): 29-51.

Gallien, Max, and Florian Weigand. The Routledge handbook of smuggling. Taylor & Francis, 2022.
Williams, Phil, and Vanda Felbab-Brown. Drug trafficking, violence, and instability. Strategic Studies
Institute US Army War College, 2012.

Andreas, Peter, and Ethan Nadelmann. Policing the globe: Criminalization and crime control in
international relations. Oxford University Press, 2008.

Andreas, Peter. "Criminalizing consequences of sanctions: Embargo busting and its legacy."
International Studies Quarterly 49, no. 2 (2005): 335-360.

Andreas, Peter. "Drugs and war: what is the relationship?" Annual Review of Political Science. (2019).
Early, Bryan R. "Unmasking the black knights: Sanctions busters and their effects on the success of
economic sanctions." Foreign Policy Analysis 7, no. 4 (2011): 381-402.

Early, Bryan R., and Keith A. Preble. "Enforcing US Economic Sanctions: Why Whale Hunting Works."
The Washington Quarterly 43, no. 1 (2020): 159-175.

Cilizoglu, Menevis, and Bryan R. Early. "Researching Modern Economic Sanctions." In Oxford
Research Encyclopedia of International Studies. 2021.

Jakobi, Anja P. "Non-state actors and global crime governance: Explaining the variance of public-private
interaction." The British Journal of Politics and International Relations 18, no. 1 (2016): 72-89.
Bergeron, James. "Transnational organised crime and international security: a primer." The RUSI
Journal 158, no. 2 (2013): 6-9.

Peters, Gretchen. "The afghan insurgency and organized crime." The Rule of Law in Afghanistan:
Missing in Inaction (2011): 99-122.

Jakobi, Anja, and K. Wolf, eds. The transnational governance of violence and crime: Non-state actors in
security. Springer, 2013.

Naylor, Robin Thomas. Economic warfare: Sanctions, embargo busting, and their human cost. UPNE,
2001.

Clarke, Colin P. "The Financing of Armed Groups in Conflict." Armed Conflict Survey 4, no. 1 (2018):
22-35.

Early, Bryan, and Dursun Peksen. "Searching in the shadows: The impact of economic sanctions on
informal economies." Political Research Quarterly 72, no. 4 (2019): 821-834.

Kaufmann, Chaim. "Possible and impossible solutions to ethnic civil wars." International Security 20,
no. 4 (1996): 136-175.

Kwik, Jonathan. "Is wearing these sunglasses an attack? Obligations under IHL related to anti-Al
countermeasures." International Review of the Red Cross (2024): 1-28.

Week XI: War Termination

De Franco, Chiara, Anders Engberg-Pedersen, and Martin Mennecke. "How do wars end? A
multidisciplinary enquiry." Journal of Strategic Studies 42, no. 7 (2019): 889-900.

Wallensteen, Peter. Quality peace: Peacebuilding, victory and world order. Oxford University Press,
2015.

32

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.jstor.org/stable/2539045
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2019.1588119
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2019.1588119

UNIVERSITY OF

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Brockmeier, Sarah, Oliver Stuenkel, and Marcos Tourinho. "The impact of the Libya intervention
debates on norms of protection." Global Society 30, no. 1 (2016): 113-133.

Fravel, M. Taylor. "Regime insecurity and international cooperation: Explaining China's compromises in
territorial disputes." International security 30, no. 2 (2005): 46-83.

Krause, Joachim. "How do wars end? A strategic perspective." Journal of Strategic Studies 42, no. 7
(2019): 920-945.

Ikl¢, Fred Charles. Every war must end. Columbia University Press, 1965.

Kupchan, Charles A. How Enemies Become Friends. Princeton University Press, 2010.

Montgomery, Evan Braden. "Breaking out of the security dilemma: Realism. reassurance, and the
problem of uncertainty." International Security 31, no. 2 (2006): 151-185.

Holmes, Marcus. "The force of face-to-face diplomacy: mirror neurons and the problem of intentions."
International organization 67, no. 4 (2013): 829-861.

Wheeler, Nicholas J. Trusting enemies. Interpersonal relationships in international conflict. Oxford
University Press, 2018.

Min, Eric. "Talking while fighting: understanding the role of wartime negotiation." International
Organization 74, no. 3 (2020): 610-632.

Marks, Sally. "Mistakes and Myths: The Allies, Germany, and the versailles treaty, 1918-1921." The
Journal of Modern History 85, no. 3 (2013): 632-659.

Sarotte, Mary Elise. "Perpetuating US Preeminence: the 1990 deals to “Bribe the Soviets out” and move
NATO in." International Security 35, no. 1 (2010): 110-137.

Sarotte, Mary Elise. "How to Enlarge NATO: The Debate inside the Clinton Administration, 1993-95."
International Security 44, no. 1 (2019): 7-41.

Wohlforth, William C., ed. Cold War endgame: oral history, analysis, debates. Penn State Press, 2010.
English, Robert. "The Sociology of New Thinking: Elites, Identity Change. and the End of the Cold
War." Journal of Cold War Studies 7, no. 2 (2005): 43-80.

Bennett, Andrew. "The guns that didn't smoke: Ideas and the Soviet non-use of force in 1989." Journal
of Cold War Studies 7, no. 2 (2005): 81-109.

Forsberg, Tuomas. "Economic incentives, ideas, and the end of the cold war: Gorbachev and German
unification." Journal of Cold War Studies 7, no. 2 (2005): 142-164.

Goldgeier, James M. Not whether but when: The US decision to enlarge NATO. Brookings Institution

Press, 2010.

Ito, Gaku, and Kaisa Hinkkainen FElliott. "Battle diffusion matters: Examinin

microdynamics of fighting on conflict termination." Journal of Conflict Resolution 64, no. 5 (2020):
871-902.

Enloe, Cynthia. The Morning After: Sexual Politics at the End of the Cold War. Univ of California Press,
1993.

Butt, Ahsan 1. "Anarchy and Hierarchy in International Relations: Examining South America's
War-Prone Decade, 1932-41." International Organization 67, no. 3 (2013): 575-607.

Crescenzi, Mark JC, Kelly M. Kadera, Sara McLaughlin Mitchell, and Clayton L. Thyne. "A supply side
theory of mediation." International Studies Quarterly 55, no. 4 (2011): 1069-1094.

Mattes, Michaela, and T. Clifton Morgan. "When Do They Stop? Modeling the Termination of War."
Conflict Management and Peace Science 21, no. 3 (2004): 179-192

Fisk, Kerstin. "Refugee geography and the diffusion of armed conflict in Africa." Civil Wars 16, no. 3
(2014): 255-275.

Tsourapas, Gerasimos. "The Syrian refugee crisis and foreign policy decision-making in Jordan,
Lebanon, and Turkey." Journal of Global Security Studies 4, no. 4 (2019): 464-481.

n

33

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137595
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137595
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2019.1615460
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137519
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137519
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/force-of-facetoface-diplomacy-mirror-neurons-and-the-problem-of-intentions/041311A8E4F21E80423AA9A3565A093D
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/talking-while-fighting-understanding-the-role-of-wartime-negotiation/7ED51D9A86FD55ECB8E2CC5185F667F1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.1086/670825.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40784649
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40784649
https://direct.mit.edu/isec/article/44/1/7/12232/How-to-Enlarge-NATO-The-Debate-inside-the-Clinton
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26925809
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26925809
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26925810
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26925812
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26925812
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022002719885428
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022002719885428
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43282077
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43282077
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41409812
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41409812
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13698249.2014.979019
https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article/4/4/464/5487959
https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article/4/4/464/5487959

UNIVERSITY OF

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Turkoglu, Oguzhan, and Thomas Chadefaux. "Nowhere to go? Why do some civil wars generate more
refugees than others?." International Interactions 45, no. 2 (2019): 401-420.

Adamson, Fiona B. "Crossing borders: International migration and national security." International
security 31, no. 1 (2006): 165-199.

Weiner, Myron. "Bad neighbors, bad neighborhoods: An inquiry into the causes of refugee flows."
International Security 21, no. 1 (1996): 5-42.

Coleman, Katharina P. "Innovations in ‘African solutions to African problems’: the evolving practice of
regional peacekeeping in sub-Saharan Africa." The Journal of Modern African Studies 49, no. 4 (2011):
517-545.

Thakur, Ramesh. "R2P after Libya and Syria: Engaging emerging powers." The Washington Quarterly
36, no. 2 (2013): 61-76.

Williams, Paul D. "The Peace and Security Council of the African Union: evaluating an embryonic
international institution." The Journal of Modern African Studies 47, no. 4 (2009): 603-626.

Murithi, Timothy. The African Union: pan-Africanism, peacebuilding and development. Routledge,
2017.

Howard, Lise Morjé. "US foreign policy habits in ethnic conflict." International Studies Quarterly 59,
no. 4 (2015): 721-734.

Howard, Lise Morjé, and Alexandra Stark. "How civil wars end: The international system, norms, and
the role of external actors." International Security 42, no. 3 (2017): 127-171.

Wheeler, Nicholas J. Saving strangers: Humanitarian intervention in international society. OUP Oxford,
2000.

Crawford, Neta C. Argument and change in world politics: ethics, decolonization, and humanitarian
intervention. Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Howard, Lise Morjé, and Anjali Kaushlesh Dayal. "The use of force in UN peacekeeping." International
Organization 72, no. 1 (2018): 71-103.

Dayal, Anjali Kaushlesh. Incredible Commitments: How UN Peacekeeping Failures Shape Peace
Processes. Cambridge University Press, 2021.

Bercovitch, Jacob, ed. Resolving international conflicts: The theory and practice of mediation. Lynne
Rienner Publishers, 1996.

Mabera, Faith, and Yolanda Spies. How well does R2P travel beyond the West?. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2016.

Fortna, Virginia Page. "D acekeeping ki ? International intervention and the duration
peace after civil war." International Studies Quarterly 48, no. 2 (2004): 269-292.

Kuperman, Alan J. The limits of humanitarian intervention: Genocide in Rwanda. Brookings Institution
Press, 2004.

Carpenter, R. Charli. "*Women and children first’: Gender, norms, and humanitarian evacuation in the
Balkans 1991-95." International Organization 57, no. 4 (2003): 661-694.

Powell, Emilia Justyna. "Islamic law states and peaceful resolution of territorial disputes." International
Organization 69, no. 4 (2015): 777-807.

Min, Eric. "Talking while fighting: Understanding the role of wartime negotiation." International
organization 74, no. 3 (2020): 610-632.

Park, Sunhee. " r_and civil war termination bargaining." International Studies Quarterly 59, no. 1
(2015): 172-183.

Sawyer, Katherine, Kathleen Gallagher Cunningham, and William Reed. "The role of external support in
civil war termination." Journal of Conflict Resolution 61, no. 6 (2017): 1174-1202.

34

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03050629.2019.1554571
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03050629.2019.1554571
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4137542
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2539107
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-modern-african-studies/article/innovations-in-african-solutions-to-african-problems-the-evolving-practice-of-regional-peacekeeping-in-subsaharan-africa/6015EBD7C7DB4B3B832580133BDB1F4B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-modern-african-studies/article/innovations-in-african-solutions-to-african-problems-the-evolving-practice-of-regional-peacekeeping-in-subsaharan-africa/6015EBD7C7DB4B3B832580133BDB1F4B
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0163660X.2013.791082
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40538337
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40538337
https://direct.mit.edu/isec/article/42/3/127/12187/How-Civil-Wars-End-The-International-System-Norms
https://direct.mit.edu/isec/article/42/3/127/12187/How-Civil-Wars-End-The-International-System-Norms
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3693574
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3693574
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3594843
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3594843
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24758257
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article/59/1/172/1800524
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002715600761
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002715600761

UNIVERSITY OF

¥ TORONTO

POL212H1: Understanding War

Maekawa, Wakako. "External supporters and negotiated settlement: Political bargaining in solving
governmental incompatibility." Journal of Conflict Resolution 63, no. 3 (2019): 672-699.

Duursma, Allard, and Feike Fliervoet. "Fueling factionalism? The impact of peace processes on rebel
group fragmentation in civil wars." Journal of Conflict Resolution 65, no. 4 (2021): 788-812.

Karreth, Johannes, Jason Quinn, Madhav Joshi, and Jaroslav Tir. "International Third Parties and the
Implementation of Comprehensive Peace Agreements After Civil War." Journal of Conflict Resolution
(2022)

Greig, J. Michael, and Patrick M. Regan. "When do they say yes? An analysis of the willingness to offer
and accept mediation in civil wars." International Studies Quarterly 52, no. 4 (2008): 759-781.
Hellmiiller, Sara. "The challenge of forging consent to UN mediation in internationalized civil wars: The
case of Syria." International Negotiation 27, no. 1 (2021): 103-130.

Week XIlI: The Korean War

Cumings, Bruce. The Korean war: A history. Vol. 33. Modern Library, 2010.

Stueck, William. "Rethinking the Korean War." In Rethinking the Korean War. Princeton University
Press, 2013.

Hwang, Kyung Moon. A history of Korea. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2021.

Jervis, Robert. "The impact of the Korean War on th 1d War." Journal of Conflict Resolution 24, no.
4 (1980): 563-592.

Richard Snyder and Glenn Paige. 1958. The United States Decision to Resist Aggression in Korea: The
Application of an Analytical Scheme. Administrative Science Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 3, (Dec., 1958), pp.
341-378.

Mercer, Jonathan. "Emotion and strategy in the Korean War." International Organization 67, no. 2
(2013): 221-252.

Carson, Austin. “Facing Off and Saving Face: Covert Intervention and Escalation Management in the
Korean War.” International Organization 70, no. 1 (2016): 103—131.

Wen-Qing Ngoei. 2014. The Domino Logic of the Darkest Moment. Journal of American East-Asian
Relations 21

Foot, Rosemary J. "Nuclear coercion and the ending of the Korean conflict." International Security 13,
no. 3 (1988): 92-112.

Stanley, Elizabeth A., and John P. Sawyer. "The equifinality of war termination: Multiple paths to
ending war." Journal of Conflict Resolution 53, no. 5 (2009): 651-676.

35

*When in doubt, read the syllabus. Come ready for class. Participate. Be courteous and professional.*


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002717751202
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002717751202
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002720958062
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002720958062
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00220027221113273
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00220027221113273
https://www.jstor.org/stable/29734263
https://www.jstor.org/stable/29734263
https://www.jstor.org/stable/173775
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2538737
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20684609
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20684609

	POL212H1: Understanding War 
	Course Description  
	Learning Objectives  
	Course Format  
	Evaluations and Course Grades  
	Evaluation Criteria 
	Tutorial Attendance and Participation 
	Tutorial Activities and Reflection Papers 

	Late Penalty 
	Class Schedule and Readings 
	 
	Schoolhouse Rules and Resources 
	Grading and Assessment  
	Turnitin and AI Detection 
	Accessibility Services  
	Other Academic Accommodations  
	Mental Health and Wellness 
	Other Mental Health Resources 
	Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters 
	Academic Integrity 
	Group Work and Behaviour  
	Use of Technology 
	A note on Generative AI 

	Additional Recommended Readings 
	Week I: Introduction, the prevalence of war, the use of games 
	Week II: The Purpose and Functions of War 
	Week III: The Causes of War 
	Week IV: Leaders 
	Week V: Domestic Institutions 
	Week VI: Strategy and Doctrine 
	Week VII: Technology and Strategy 
	Week VIII: Military Effectiveness 
	Week IX: Friends, Proxies, Allies 
	Week X: Norms, Laws, and Cooperation 
	Week XI: War Termination 
	Week XII: The Korean War 


